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rights.

Today, we stand before you united.

We stand united in our support of the
William Penn School District in their case
filed in 2017, William Penn School District
v. Pennsylvania Department of Education.

United together as Representatives of our
local Communities.
United as the Council Presidents and Mayors
of Lansdowne Borough, Yeadon Borough, the
President of the School Board in William
Penn School District and Chiefs of our local
Police Departments.
United in our oaths to uphold the United
States Constitution and the Pennsylvania
Constitution, which states in Article I, Section
I, that all people “are born equally free and
independent, and have certain inherent and
indefeasible rights, among which are those
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, of
acquiring, possessing, and protecting property
and reputation, and of pursuing their own
happiness.”
We are united as representatives of
communities that are multiethnic, multi-racial,
multilingual and expect justice for all, and
equality for all.
We stand United as representatives who are
Black and representatives who are White.
We are united in our condemnation of the
senseless killing of George Floyd at the hands
of officers sworn to protect and serve in
the Minneapolis Police Department. We
condemn the murder of Ahmaud Arbery who
was killed by his neighbors in Georgia while
jogging down the street. We condemn the
senseless murders and murderers that have
not been brought to justice in all states.
We stand united here with our Police
Chiefs and our Police Departments in our
commitment to seeking justice who are
committed to justice and equal treatment
under the law. No person is above the law.
Our Police Departments work closely
together not only in emergencies such as
fires, accidents, or keeping the peace, but
also in ensuring that our Officers work with
professionalism, integrity and respect. We
are committed in our Police departments to
the recruitment, the training, the supervision,
and community building to build rapport
within our communities. We recognize the
work of the officers in our departments in
building and preserving our communities
and the rights of all residents within our
community to preserve their inalienable

We stand united as neighbors in
neighboring communities to demand Fair
Funding for kids from both communities
who walk the hallways of this School
together. Currently, our school district
is engaged in a lawsuit to bring more
money back for our children providing
more resources and opportunity which
is equitable to white counterparts in
more affluent and predominantly white
communities. Our children have a right to
an equal education in Pennsylvania. Our
Pennsylvania Constitution guarantees
in Article 3, Section 14, “The General
Assembly shall provide for the maintenance
and support of a thorough and efficient
system of public education to serve the
needs of the Commonwealth.”
Educational opportunity should not differ
between schools based upon zip code
or geographical boundary. Ending the
legacy of systemic racism requires our
State Legislature, our Governor, and our
Congress to provide more funding for the
programming in our schools.
We stand here united to demand our
Legislators and Governor fulfill their oaths
to the Pennsylvania Constitution.
We stand united as neighbors to build
our recreation programs for our kids, our
Senior citizens, and all of our residents to
share.
We stand united together in our vow
to work together on the South side of
Fairview and the North, to work together
from Lansdowne Avenue to Union Avenue.
We are united by zip code. We are united
by community. We are united as neighbors.
We are united by schools. We are united in
these beliefs.
We are united to help each other breathe.
We are united in ensuring our residents
can breathe.
On Flag Day, a local peaceful
demonstration organized by William
Penn School students walked from
the Lansdowne Police Department at
Lansdowne Borough Hall to the Yeadon
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Police Department at Yeadon Borough Hall
and on Kerr Field to show support that
“Black Lives Matter” and show commitment
to fight racial adversity and racial injustice.
We are united in the commitment that “We
are here to fight racial adversity and racial
injustice.”
We are united in our commitment that
the United States and the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania will live up its motto: E
Pluribus Unum. Out of many one.
Mayor Tony Campuzano
Lansdowne Borough
Mayor Rohan Hepkins
Yeadon Borough
Benjamin Hover, President
Lansdowne Borough Council
LaToya Monroe, President
Yeadon Borough Council
Chief Dan Donegan
Lansdowne Police Department
Chief Anthony Paparo
Yeadon Police Department
Jennifer Hoff , President
William Penn School District
Dr. Eric Becoats, Superintendent
William Penn School District

Letter from Benjamin Hover
Dear Neighbors,
QUARANTINE NEWS
Welcome to summer! This past spring in
Lansdowne has been challenging for our
community’s residents and businesses with
the numerous closures and changes required
by quarantine procedures caused by the
pandemic. As we move into the summer
months, much of Lansdowne will be opening
back up as we transition from the yellow
phase to the green phase.
Because of the restrictions, many of the
hallmarks of Lansdowne life have been
cancelled or restricted to few participants.
While the Memorial Day parade was
cancelled, Vice President Magda Byrne and I
joined with American Legion Post 65 to
honor the sacrifices made by local
Lansdowne heroes.
Although we have transitioned to the Green
phase, we encourage all residents to
continue to take the necessary precautions
to avoid exposure and possible spread of the
COVID virus. As a Council, we are working
on the plans to open our playgrounds,
basketball courts, and tennis courts to offer
more opportunities at recreation. All parks
are open for walking, exploration with
appropriate social distancing. Please continue
to frequent the many restaurants that offer
take-out and delivery food in Lansdowne.
CONFRONTING RACISM
In the past few weeks, we, in the Borough of
Lansdowne, have borne witness to instances
of racial violence in many communities
throughout our country. For many in our
community, each death is a reminder of the
pervasive racism that exists in our country
and even in our communities. For others, the
events evoke memories of events that have
occurred to them or relatives in the
Philadelphia area.
On June 5th, Lansdowne Borough Council
and Mayor Campuzano released a unanimous
statement denouncing the death of George
Floyd and our commitment to ensuring the
rights of all residents in Lansdowne.
Quite frankly, no child, no teenager, no adult
should have an experience, a memory, or
mistreatment based upon their race or color
of their skin. We want to ensure that
Lansdowne Borough works for all residents.

Upon taking office, every member on
Council swears to uphold the Pennsylvania
Constitution. Article I, Section I of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania guarantees that all people “are
born equally free and independent, and have
certain inherent and indefeasible rights,
among which are those of enjoying and
defending life and liberty, of acquiring,
possessing, and protecting property and
reputation, and of pursuing their own
happiness.”
To support this commitment, the Mayor
and Council will continue to work with our
Police Chief to ensure the officers in the
Lansdowne Police Department work with
great professionalism, integrity, and
commitment to the community of
Lansdowne. The Lansdowne Police
Department is committed to community
policing, working with all sectors of the
community to establish relationships with
our faith communities, residents young and
old, school children, and members of our
business community.
On Council, we will also be examining our
programming through an ad hoc Committee
comprised of Councilmember Wardell Holt,
Councilmember Sinoe Naji-Taylor, and
myself to ensure that Lansdowne Borough
cultural events include all of the
communities in Lansdowne. To read the full
statement on recent protests go to: www.
lansdowneborough.com/CivicAlerts.
aspx?AID=94
On June 11th, Mayor Tony Campuzano,
Chief Dan Donegan, Vice President Magda
Byrne and I joined with officials from Yeadon
Borough, the Yeadon Police Department,
and the William Penn School District to
announce our unified commitment to
denounce the systemic racism that afflicts
our communities and our unified
commitment to advocate for policies that
prioritize the safety of our residents, for
resources for our communities, and to
encourage the mutual bonds between our
communities.
We are united in our fight against racial
injustice and fighting for the resources in
our neighborhoods, schools, parks, and
programming. Please go to: https://www.
lansdowneborough.com/CivicAlerts.
aspx?AID=99 for the full statement

HONORING OUR RESIDENTS AND
OUR HISTORY
Earlier this month, Lansdowne Borough
honored our commitment made in
resolution last year that every June in
Lansdowne LGBTQIA month by hoisting the
Pride Flag on Borough Greene. We value all
of our residents in Lansdowne and join in
celebration with many in our community
who cheered the recent Supreme Court
case providing protections for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender employees from
being fired, disciplined, or prevented from
getting a job based upon sexual orientation
On June 19th, Lansdowne Borough honored
Juneteenth for the first time in honor of
Emancipation Day, the Second National Day
of Independence. Last year, Governor Wolf
signed into law, Act 9, which declares
“Juneteenth National Freedom Day.”
Juneteenth recognizes the day in 1865, when
enslaved African-Americans received news
from the Union Army Galveston Texas, two
years after the Emancipation Proclamation,
that they were free.

On Wednesday, June 17th, we passed the
resolution, “Commemoration of Juneteenth
as an Annual Celebration of Black Economic
Liberation” and encourage any residents
who would like to participate in planning
next year’s celebration to contact Council
about participating on the Planning
Committee. Read the Juneteenth Resolution
here: www.lansdowneborough.com/
DocumentCenter/View/924/Resolution-2020-13Juneteenth-Independence-Day
PUBLIC SERVICE
The recent tragic events and protests that
are occurring throughout our region have
prompted in-depth conversations about how
to improve our government--on the local,
state, and Federal level. Every event is a
reminder of the importance of building
continued on page 3
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LANSDOWNE BOROUGH
CORONAVIRUS WEBSITE
continued from page 2
community, engagement in local government,
and the necessity of speaking out against
injustice. In Lansdowne, all of the decisions
are made by your neighbors--all
Councilmembers, Mayor Campuzano, and all
of the members on Boards, Commissions,
and Advisory Councils. We serve at your
pleasure and for the benefit of Lansdowne.
We need your voice and participation.
To any residents who wish to participate in
discussions about Public Safety or provide
ideas to contribute to the culture of
Lansdowne, please attend meetings or join
the Boards, Commissions, or Advisory
Councils that contribute to the civic life in
Lansdowne. If you would like to join, please
let us know.

Lansdowne borough has created a
page for all residents to stay updated
on the COVID-19 Pandemic.
(www.lansdowneborough.com/294/
Coronavirus)
Lansdowne Borough has been
updating this site with the latest
information as it is received. In
addition, please find the following
resources below:
•

Delaware County coronavirus
updates (www.delcopa.gov/ich/
resources/coronavirus.html)

•

State coronavirus updates
(www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/
coronavirus/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx)

As always, if you would like to participate,
ask a question, express a concern, please feel
free to send an email: hoverb@
lansdowneborough.com

•

Governor Wolf’s Plan to Reopen
Pennsylvania (www.governor.
pa.gov/process-to-reopenpennsylvania/)

Hope to see you in the Neighborhood,

•

Federal - Center for Disease
Control- COVID-19 (www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.)html

Benjamin Hover
Council President

Delaware County Launches
Bringing Back Delco Task Force
As Delaware County begins to move
to the Green Phase of Governor Wolf’s
Plan for Reopening the state, Delaware
County Council, the Delaware County
Commerce Center, and the Delaware
County Chamber of Commerce have joined
together to convene a task force to assist
business leaders both before and during the
reopening.
The Bringing Back Delco Task Force,
comprised of community, business and
government representatives will assist
and support the Delaware County
business community to ensure a
safe reopening of the local economy.
Go to https://www.delcochamber.
org/coronavirus.html to learn more.

Social Distancing Tips for Outdoors
This spring and summer, many residents
are engaging in outdoor activities during
these times as physical activity can provide
immediate mental and physical benefits.
Going for a walk, run, or bike ride in your
neighborhood can be a good way to be active,
as long as you can safely maintain distance
between yourself and other active neighbors.
If you decide to go to a nearby park or
community space, first check for closures or
restrictions. Then consider the number of
other people who might be there and if you’d
be able to ensure enough space — at least 6
feet — between yourself and others.
Be sure to follow these tips while outdoors:
If you do go outdoors to exercise, wear a
cloth face covering or a mask. Delaware
County Councilwoman Elaine Paul Schaefer
spoke of how she runs with a mask, even
though it’s not ideal. “The notion and the
purpose of wearing masks is that by wearing
a mask, I am protecting you from my droplets
and by wearing a mask, you are protecting
me from your droplets,” she said. “So, it’s
really an act of protecting each other in this

community. It’s not so much [about] keeping
yourself safe by wearing this mask.”
If you have a yard, gardening is a great way
to stay active and help you meet physical
activity guidelines.
The safest way to be active outdoors is to
stick with members of your household or go
solo. If you’re meeting up with someone who
isn’t in your household, make sure to avoid
all physical contact and keep at least 6 feet of
space between you at all times.
The CDC recommends that visitors do not
use playgrounds, including water playgrounds,
within public spaces and parks.
Parks can help make it easier to keep your
distance from others, but not if they’re too
crowded. Make sure you look for outdoor
spaces that are empty enough for you to
keep your distance from others.
Avoid crowded parking lots and trailheads
Use the bathroom before your visit
Bring a bag to keep your trash in during your
visit
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Take your trash home with you, as there is
limited staff to empty park trash cans
Clean up after pets and carry the bags with
you out of the park
As the weather begins to get warmer,
it is important to remember that social
distancing guidelines are still in place. If you
can distance yourself from others outside
— and it’s allowed under local guidance
— take a walk, run, or bike ride in a quiet
neighborhood, or hike on a trail away from
others to relieve some stress and enjoy the
great outdoors.
Go to https://health.gov/news/202004/
staying-active-while-social-distancing-questionsand-answers to read more on how to stay
active during these times, or read up on
the DCNR’s recommendations for outdoor
activities.

Letter from Borough on Recent Protests
Dear Neighbors,
We pride ourselves in Lansdowne Borough
as being a community that values the
diversity of all of our residents--a community
comprised of individuals of many different
religions, cultures, and ethnic backgrounds.
We are dedicated to the belief that our
community fosters relationships between
neighbors. Although we may differ in beliefs,
interests, or backgrounds, we are joined
together as fellow residents who respect
our neighbors, share our common spaces,
and value the close-knit nature of our
community. The diversity in our community
is a strength in which we are all proud.
Yet, despite our best efforts to foster a
feeling of community, Lansdowne Borough
cannot help but be affected by the tragic
deaths of George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery
or even the explicit bigotry targeting
Christian Cooper in a public park. Bearing
witness to these crimes has revived for
many residents the real traumatic memories
of past incidents, reminders of the systemic
racism affecting our nation, and kindled the
righteous indignation at the injustice visible
in the videos played repeatedly in the media.
Because of these national events, individuals
throughout the region have assembled and
continue to assemble and exercise their First
Amendment Rights to protest. Over the
past week, Lansdowne residents gathered
to protest in Lansdowne about the recent
events and protest longstanding institutional
racism. Of our many responsibilities in
Lansdowne Borough is the preservation
of the Constitutional rights to protest,
to criticize the government, and express
grievances.
On Sunday, May 31, Mayor Tony Campuzano,
Councilmember Magda Byrne, and Council
President Benjamin Hover joined with
many other residents of the Lansdowne
community in a peaceful demonstration to
recognize the need for justice in the killing
of George Floyd and an end to systemic
racism. We want to acknowledge the
members of the community--High School
students and the owners of Foose Grill who
came out to share beverages with all of
the people demonstrating. Members of the
Police Department and other emergency
responders stood by for the protection of
the protestors and also distributed water
and snacks to members of the community.
On Sunday, May 31, reports of possible
rioting and looting in Delaware County
persuaded Mayor Campuzano to sign a

Declaration of Emergency to enact a
curfew in conjunction with Yeadon Borough,
East Lansdowne Borough, and Upper
Darby Township. This was done out of an
abundance of caution. While incidents of
looting were confined to Upper Darby
Township, rumors and false reports
necessitated a state of high alert and curfew
from Sunday through Tuesday.
We, the Borough Council and Mayor
Campuzano, want to express support of our
Police Department in their efforts to make
sure we in Lansdowne Borough remain safe.
Similarly, during these tense times, we need
to recognize the efforts on the part of our
officers who daily conduct outreach within
the community to ensure our safety.
The Lansdowne Police Department is
committed to community policing, working
with all sectors of the community to
establish relationships with our faith
communities, residents young and old,
school children, and members of our
business community.
Our police officers are our neighbors,
friends, protectors, and human. Now,
we need to remember the ties, the
relationships, the humanity that binds our
community together.
Commitments:
The recent news stories about George
Floyd’s killing by a police officer, the murder
of Ahmaud Arbery, and even the threat of
police action against Christian Cooper in
public parks are painful reminders of how
tenuous the trust in governance and fragile
bonds can be in a diverse community.
Lansdowne Borough Council recognizes
the need to reflect upon our practices in
Lansdowne, examine our procedures, and
solicit community input to build upon the
work and strong relationships we have in
Lansdowne.
To this end, our Public Safety Committee
under the Chair of Councilmember
Sinoe Najji-Taylor and Mayor Campuzano
will continue to work with Chief
Donegan to maintain the high caliber and
professionalism of the Lansdowne Police
Department. We believe that our Police
Department and officers support a great
community and we want to note our areas
of strength and also areas to improve.
We will also commence an ad hoc
Committee with Councilmembers Wardell
Holt, Sinoe Najji-Taylor and Council
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President Benjamin Hover to encourage the
inclusion of all members in the Lansdowne
Community in our arts, parks, recreation,
and cultural programs to ensure that all
members of the Lansdowne Community feel
included. While the Boards and Commissions
consistently strive to be inclusive, we have
created an ad hoc committee to focus on
our beliefs in Lansdowne and identify areas
where we can improve.
In this time of division, Lansdowne Borough
Council remains committed to building unity
and a better Lansdowne.
We believe in one Lansdowne that respects
all members of the community.
•
•
•
•

We believe in justice for all in
Lansdowne Borough.
We support the rights of all citizens to
peaceably assemble.
We reject and renounce the brutality
exhibited in Minneapolis.
We support a community in which all
members feel safe.

To the members of our community
demonstrating, we stand with you in the
commitment to working for justice and our
police and emergency responders stand
ready to protect your rights to peacefully
assemble, petition, and address grievances.
We are listening and hear you when you
speak.
To our police officers, we stand with you
and recognize and thank you for being on
the front line to place yourself in harm’s
way, to protect and serve, and thank you
for building the relationships of trust in our
neighborhoods.
To all of our residents, we commit to
continuing to serve you in maintaining and
building Lansdowne into the community we
all deserve: public places, safe spaces, and
quality services.
Please contact us with any concerns.
Sincerely,
Benjamin Hover, President
Magda Byrne, Vice President
Tangela James, Councilmember
Michael Schleigh, Esq., Councilmember
Tony Campuzano, Mayor
Wardell Holt, Councilmember
Janet English, Councilmember
Sinoe Najji-Taylor, Councilmember

Borough Meeting Schedule

Council Meeting Updates
May 20th 2020
•
•

•
•

Borough Council discussed Borough
website content and improvements
Borough Council discussed and approved
up to $200 for Memorial Day Wreaths
to be set at Veterans Parks on Green and
Lansdowne Avenues
Borough Council discussed the use
of barricades by the LEDC’s Farmers
Market
Borough Council adopted Resolution
2020-12 regarding signalization at
Marshall and Lansdowne Avenues.

June 17th 2020
Borough Council discussed:
•

Establishing a sewer lateral (clearing/
flushing) policy

•

Lansdowne Borough was awarded
a Transportation and Community
Development Initiative grant to lead
Eastern Delaware County municipalities
(Yeadon, East Lansdowne, and Upper
Darby) through a bicycle route planning
and prioritization study.

•

•

•

•

Logistics for the second food drive to
be held on June 20th behind Dunkin
in conjunction with Delaware County
Department of Human Services,
Congresswoman Scanlon, Senator Tim
Kearney, and Representative Margo
Davidson
The general terms and understanding of
dissolvement of the sale of DELCORA to
Essential Utilities.
Establishing an ad hoc committee to
move forward with policies and practices
focused on advancing measures of
inclusion and diversity in the Borough
in partnership with surrounding
municipalities.
General aspects of the My Brother’s
Keeper Program.

Please see the Borough Calendar (lansdowneborough.com/Calendar.aspx) for a complete list of
meeting locations and details.
Until further notice many of the previously scheduled meetings listed here will not take place.
The website calendar will provide virtual attendance directions for those meetings that are
taking place.
•
Park and Recreation Board
•
Lansdowne Landing Board
July 20 at 7:00 pm
July 6 at 7:00 pm
•

Finance Committee Meeting
July 6 at 5:30 pm

•

Civil Service Commission
July 23 at 7:00 pm

•

Community Relations Committee
Meeting July 7 at 6:30 pm

•

Historic Architecture Review Board
July 23 at 7:00 pm

•

Planning Commission Meeting
July 8 at 7:00 pm

•

Zoning Hearing Board
July 23 at 7:00 pm

•

Tree Advisory Board
July 8 at 7:15 pm

•

Human Relations Commission
July 27 at 6:30 pm

•

Economic Development Meeting
July 8 at 6:00 pm

•

•

Board of Health
July 14 at 6:30 pm

Parks Recreation and the
Environment Committee Meeting
July 27 at 5:30

•

•

Lansdowne Arts Board
July 14 at 7:00 pm

Infrastructure Committee Meeting
July 27 at 6:30 pm

•

General Borough Council Meeting
July 15 at 7:00 pm

•

Code Appeals Board
July 16 at 7:00 pm

•
•
•

Pay bills for the period
Accept a letter of resignation
from Catherine Martsoff from the
Environmental Advisory Council
Appoint Catherine Martsoff to the
Planning Commission
Execute an amendment to the Farmers
Market Agreement
Adopt Resolution 2020-13 regarding
recognizing June 19th as Juneteenth
Independence Day

The Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Program (SFMLP) is designed to:
•

Tax Information
Earned Income Tax

•

The Earned Income Tax of 0.5% is
administered by Keystone Collections Group.
As in years past, local EIT filing deadlines
always aligned with the Federal and State filing
deadlines. Accordingly, 1st Quarter 2020
estimate payments are due July 15, 2020.
Go to https://www.keystonecollects.com/page/
News_article73 for more information.

•

•

State and Federal Taxes:
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the
filing due dates for both the state and
federal governments has been extended
to July 15, 2020.

•

Go to https://www.revenue.pa.gov/
Pages/COVID19.aspx#PITDeadline for
information on PA State tax filing
information

•

Go to https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/
tax-day-now-july-15-treasury-irs-extendfiling-deadline-and-federal-tax-paymentsregardless-of-amount-owed for Federal tax
filing information

Borough Council acted to:
•
•

Help for Low-Income Seniors
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Provide low-income
seniors with access to
locally grown fruits,
vegetables, honey and
herbs
Increase the domestic consumption
of agricultural commodities through
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and
community supported agricultural
programs.
Aid in the development of new and
additional farmers’ markets, roadside
stands, and community support
agricultural programs

June 1 through September 30, 2020
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
provides $24 vouchers to purchase fresh
fruit and vegetables at designated Farmer’s
Markets. Call the Friendship Circle
Senior Center at 610-237-6222 to
request an application or download an
electronic copy that can be at https://www.
lansdowneborough.com/DocumentCenter/
View/877/2020-PA-Farmers-Market-NutritionProgram?bidId=. Complete application in full.
Please include a self-addressed envelope
with stamp so we may return your voucher
coupons to you. Return by mail or drop off
and place in the safe metal box located at
the entrance on the porch of the center.

the experience, the financing and the
carbon-free future that awaits us.”

advises Borough Council on
environmental issues. The
(EAC) is developing an energy
transition plan for achieving
these goals, and will be reaching
out to residents, business
owners and officials for advice
and comments. In addition, EAC
meetings are open to the public.
September, 2019 saw action by Borough
Council to designate Lansdowne as a “Ready
for 100% Renewable” community. Our goals
are as follows: for 100% of the electricity
used by government, homes and businesses
to come from renewable sources like solar
and wind by the year 2035 in addition to
heating and vehicles being powered by
renewable energy by 2050.
The Lansdowne Environmental Advisory
Council (EAC) is an official body that

“Solarize Delaware County” is a groupbuying program. A solar panel company
Lumina Solar, has been vetted and is offering
superior pricing in return for the chance to
work with multiple homeowners. Property
owners can turn to “Solarize Delaware
County” for basic information about solar
energy, the financial benefits of solarizing,
solar assessments, and the availability of
Federal tax credits which are scheduled to
be cut in 2021. Their Facebook page also
offers details and contact information.

The EAC is encouraging residential
property owners with a possible interest
in “solarizing”, or installing solar panels,
to consider participating in the “Solarize
Delaware County” program. This program
was developed under the auspices of the
Sierra Club and the Haverford Township
EAC, and is similar to programs in
Philadelphia, Media and many other cities.
They describe themselves as “neighbors
teaching neighbors about the technology,

To learn more or to receive an assessment,
send your property address, email and
monthly electricity usage (kilowatt hours)
from your PECO bill to solarizedelco@
gmail.com.

Meet the Civil Service Commission
We’ve never been more grateful for the first responders that keep the borough safe,
but did you ever wonder about how they became the ones to do the job?
The Civil Service Commission is the authority responsible for the appointment and
promotion of all officers on the borough’s police force. The commission uses a process
that includes a written exam, physical fitness test, and oral exam to assess candidates.
“We typically get about thirty to forty candidates for an open position,” said Civil
Service Commission Chairperson Richard Smalley. “Our job is to narrow it down to
the cream of the crop. The process is very competitive and very fair.”
Smalley is one of five members who serve six-year terms on a rolling basis. The group meets on an as-needed basis to discuss and confirm
hires and promotions as well make recommendations to the Public Safety Committee of Borough Council.
To learn more about the Civil Service Commission, visit: https://www.lansdowneborough.com/217/Civil-Service-Commission.

Thank You!
Thank you to many residents of Lansdowne for bringing to food to share with their neighbors.
All food was distributed to the Interfaith Food Cupboard, St. Philomena’s Food Pantry, and
Multucultural Family Services.
A special thanks to the Delaware County Emergency Services, Delaware County Citizens Corps,
and County Councilmember Dr. Monica Taylor for joining Mayor Campuzano and Council
President Benjamin Hover at our June 20th Food Drive.

water and air.
Plastic does not biodegrade. It breaks up into
tinier and tinier pieces that end up in our food
and clothing.
•
Litter is mostly single use plastic bottles and
bags that clog our storm drains and degrade
our environment.
Would you be willing to?
•
Reduce the need for plastic in your life.
•
Think twice before buying that plastic product.
Do you really need that latest plastic gizmo?
•
Drink tap or filtered water rather than bottled
•

Did you know?
•
Plastic comes from fossil fuels-oil and gas. Our global goal is to
drastically reduce our need for fossil
fuels.
•
Less than 15% of plastic is actually
recycled. Most ends up polluting our
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•
•

water. Use refillable bottles for drinks.
Shop with your own reusable bags. Avoid
items pre-wrapped in plastic.
Invest in glassware for storing items.

Remember. We can all be more aware of
plastic in our lives. We can reduce our use.
Our planet will thank us. For more information,
a possible resource is The Environmental
Protection Agency under the link “plastic and the
flow of trash free waters.”

Community Development News
Permitting and licensing for Community Development activity is
available online at: Lansdowne Borough Permit Portal. Most major
credit cards are accepted. In addition, remote/virtual inspections
can be scheduled to move forward new and ongoing construction
activity, business operations, and real estate transactions. Reminder
that working or operating without a permit or license will result in
penalty and/or fines.
Regular maintenance of a
property is an important
component to the Borough’s
community development efforts.
While the Borough enforces
its Property Maintenance
Code the Borough benefits
most when property owners
conduct routine maintenance by
managing vegetation and the exterior appearance of the house and
other structures. Properties not in compliance with standards such
as excessive lawn growth and obstructive vegetation will be subject
to processing under the Property Maintenance Code.

PET SAFETY TIPS
We all love spending the long, sunny
days of summer outdoors with our furry
companions, but being overeager in hot
weather can spell danger. To prevent your
pet from overheating, take these simple
precautions provided by ASPCA experts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visit the vet for a spring or early-summer checkup.
Hydrate your pet
Know the symptoms of overheating
Never leave your animals alone in the car (see infographic below)
Do not leave pets unsupervised around a pool
Keep all unscreened windows or doors in your home closed,
Never shave your dog- The layers of dogs’ coats protect them from
overheating and sunburn
Don’t let your dog linger on hot asphalt
Keep pesticides and poison out of your pet’s reach
Remember that food and drink commonly found at barbecues can be
poisonous to pets.
never use fireworks around pets.

Go to www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/hot-weather-safety-tips to read more information from the ASPCA.
On May 28th the Board of Directors of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission awarded Lansdowne Borough an $85,000 grant under the Transportation
Community Development Initiative (“TCDI”).
Lansdowne was one of three Delaware County grant recipients. This grant will support bicycle route
planning and prioritization within four municipalities in eastern Delaware County including Yeadon,
Upper Darby and East Lansdowne, and Lansdowne.
Check out all of the special projects that Lansdowne is working on now on our website !
–7–

Lansdowne Township Newsletter

JULY 2020

Borough of Lansdowne
12 East Baltimore Avenue Lansdowne, PA 19050
Phone (610) 623-7300 Fax: (610) 623-5533
www.lansdowneborough.com.

We’ve gone digital!

The Lansdowne Borough newsletter is now in digital format and will be emailed monthly. Residents will be able to read the digitized version in one of
two ways.
•
•

Either provide us with your email so that you may receive it directly in your inbox using the subscription link located online: http://eepurl.com/
gWVynz
OR simply go to our website or social media sites where it will be available at any time for the general public to view.

For those who still prefer a print form, you are given the ability to “opt-in” to a printed newsletter in the mail. If you would like to receive a paper/
mailed newsletter, please send an email to the following address: Hello@lansdowneborough.com or send a letter to us at the borough address above.
Your email or letter should contain the following message: I would prefer to continue the print version (Include full name and physical address).

LANSDOWNE BOUROUGH CONTACTS
BOROUGH COUNCIL
Benjamin Hover
President
hoverb@lansdowneborough.com

Michael Schleigh
Councilman
councilmanmichaelschleigh@verizon.net
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION

Magdalina Byrne
Vice President
byrnem@lansdowneborough.com

Anthony Campuzano
Mayor
campuzanot@lansdowneborough.com

Janet English
Councilwoman
englishj@lansdowneborough.com

Craig Totaro
Borough Manager
totaroc@lansdowneborough.com

Wardell Holt
Councilman
holtw@lansdowneborough.com

Daniel Donegan
Police Chief
ddonegan@lansdowneborough.com

Tangela James
Councilwoman
jamest@lansdowneborough.com

Erica Sollberger
Parks and Rec Director
Sollbergere@lansdowneborough.com

Sinoe Naji-Taylor
Councilwoman
sntlansdowne@gmail.com

Kevin Laverty
Public Works Department
lavertyk@lansdowneborough.com

COMMITTEES

Community Relations

Finance & Administration

Magda Byrne, Chair
Tangela James
Wardell Holt

Tangela James, Chair
Janet English
Magda Byrne
Health & Public Safety
Sinoe Naji-Taylor, Chair
Magda Byrne
Janet English
Economic Development & Code
Enforcement
Benjamin Hover, Chair
Michael Schleigh
Sinoe Naji-Taylor
Parks, Recreation & the Environment
Janet English, Chair
Michael Schleigh
Wardell Holt
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Infrastructure & Public Works
Wardell Holt, Chair
Benjamin Hover
Janet qEnglish
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Pennsylvania Moves to Green Phase of Reopening
Governor Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr.
Rachel Levine signed an amended Green
Phase Order to include Delaware County.
Under the order, Delaware County moved to
the Green Phase of the Governor’s phased
reopening plan at 12:01 am on June 26.
Delaware County has successfully met
each of the criteria set forth by Governor
Wolf, as shown on the Chester County
Health Department’s Progress Towards
Green reopening plan. Confirmed new cases
over a two-week period have continued to
decrease, down 21.4% versus the previous
two-week period. Additionally, the percent
of positive tests over the past two weeks
has decreased to 6.0%, down from a peak of
approximately 46% in April.
“Delaware County is prepared to move
to the next level of re-opening,” said
Delaware County Council Chairman Brian
Zidek. “Delaware County has been and will
continue to work with public health officials
from the state and the Chester County
Health Department, as well as the Delaware
County Chamber of Commerce to ensure
businesses and residents are educated and
prepared as we enter the Green Phase. We
urge businesses, organizations, and residents
to continue to follow guidance from public
health officials to ensure we can safely and
confidently re-open.”
As Delaware County moves into the Green
Phase, it’s important to remind residents
that guidelines continue to be in place for
the health and safety of all residents. This
includes the public, business owners, and
their employees.
Green Phase Work and Congregate
Settings Restrictions:
1.

Continued telework strongly
encouraged

2.

Businesses with in-person operations
must follow updated Business and
Building Safety Requirements

3.

All businesses operating at 50%
occupancy in the Yellow Phase may
increase to 75% occupancy

4.

Child care may open complying with
guidance

5.

Congregate care restrictions remain
in place

6.

Prison and hospital restrictions
determined by individual facilities

7.

Schools subject to CDC and
Commonwealth guidance

owners can order these items online at a
discounted price. For more information and
a link to order supplies can be found here:
www.BringingBackDelco.com
Residents are also urged to adhere to
COVID-19 safety guidance:

Green Phase Social Restrictions:

•

Continuing to wear a mask in public

1.

Large gatherings of more than 250
prohibited

•

Allowing for social distancing of at least
6 feet

2.

Masks are required when entering a
business

•

3.

Restaurants and bars can operate at
50% occupancy

Washing your hands with soap and
water

•

Sneezing and coughing into your elbow

4.

Personal care services (including hair
salons and barbershops) can open at
50% occupancy and by appointment
only

•

Staying home if you have symptoms of
the virus.

5.

Indoor recreation, health and wellness
facilities, and personal care services
(such as gyms and spas) can open at
50% occupancy with appointments
strongly encouraged

6.

All entertainment venues (such as
casinos, theaters, and shopping malls)
can open at 50% occupancy

7.

Construction activity may return
to full capacity with continued
implementation of protocols

Last month, Delaware County Council,
the Delaware County Commerce Center,
and the Delaware Chamber of Commerce
convened the Bringing Back Delco Task
Force—comprised of community, business,
and government representatives—to assist
and support the Delaware County business
community to ensure a safe reopening of
the local economy.
The Bringing Back Delco website contains
important information, resources, and
downloadable flyers and graphics for
business owners to display and share
with their employees. It also offers an
online small business support store to
help businesses procure the supplies they
needed to reopen safely, many of which
are in short supply. Items included: hand
sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, gloves, masks,
and six-foot floor markers. Business
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Delaware County is developing a plan
to reopen the Government Center and
County offices to the public. More details
will be announced soon.
As of June 19, there were 80,236 positive
cases in the state and 6,361 deaths. There
were 7,050 positive cases in Delaware
County and 680 deaths due to COVID-19.
The Chester County Health Department
continues to track recovery data on its
COVID-19 dashboard. As of June 19, 79%
of residents who have tested positive for
COVID-19 have recovered.
“Delaware County Council has been doing
everything within our ability to help bring
Delaware County into the Green Phase and
to ease restrictions in both a safe and timely
manner that does not jeopardize the lives
of our residents,” said Zidek. “The Green
Phase does not mean ‘full-throttle go’. Just
as we did throughout the yellow phase, all
residents are strongly urged to continue to
follow public health guidance. This includes
wearing a mask in public, continue social
distancing, work from home if you can, and
continue proper hygiene recommendations.”
More details on the Governor’s “Process
to Reopen Pennsylvania” can be found
here: www.governor.pa.gov/process-to-reopenpennsylvania/

TIPS TO SHOP SAFELY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wear a mask at all times when shopping in stores or restaurants.
Don’t try on clothing.
Wear gloves or keep hands clean.
Order online for curbside pickup or delivery.
Remember to practicing social distancing by keeping 6 feet away from
others.
Try to use contactless payments as much as possible.
Make sure that the person helping you is also following safety precautions
Try not to pick up many items while shopping.

Summer

We are excited about the reopening of many businesses, but disappointed that we’ve had to cancel some of our
sponsored events including our annual National Night Out. There has been no decision made for what things
will look like this fall, but we are hoping for the best. Please check our website for event updates, resources and
to find a product or service in our directory. When you shop Lansdowne, you are helping a small business, a
community, a family. LBPA members are your friendly neighbor businesses. Stop in, say hi and shop safely!

Safety Tips

Keep these tips in mind as you and your family enjoy summer vacations,
camping, family reunions, picnics and the Fourth of July.

Summer Safety Tips
Fire safety

Keep these tips
in mind as you
and your family
enjoy summer
vacations,
camping, family
reunions,
picnics and the
Fourth of July.

Build campfires at least
25 feet away from tents,
shrubs and anything that
can burn.

If you want to see fireworks,
go to a public show put on
by experts. Sparklers can
reach 1,200 F and cause
third-degree burns.

Use chimineas, outdoor fireplaces, and fire
pits outdoors only and at least 10 feet away
from your home or anything that can burn.

10 feet

Click here to
add image.
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Use propane, charcoal and
wood pellet barbecue grills
outdoors only. Indoor use
can cause a fire or carbon
monoxide poisoning.
Place your grill well away
f rom siding and deck
railings and out from under
eaves and overhanging
branches. Do not store or
use a grill on a porch or
balcony.

