LANSDOWNE

OCT 2020

NEWSLETTER

Letter from Council President Benjamin Hover
Dear Neighbors,
Autumn promises to be a busy time for
Council Lansdowne Borough Council. We
will be working on the budget for next year
and plan to retain the excellent services in
Lansdowne in our Sanitation department
and Police Department and continue with
investment in projects to continue the
economic development and improvements
in quality of life issues for all residents in
Lansdowne Borough.
In the coming months, please note that
Lansdowne Borough Council will be
considering the following issues as highlights:
PUBLIC SAFETY:
First, I would like to introduce Sgt. Kenny
Rutherford to Lansdowne Borough as our
Interim Chief of Police. Sgt. Rutherford has
served on the Lansdowne Police Department
in various capacities from Patrol Officer to
Detective and will be serving as our Interim
Chief as Lansdowne Borough Council
conducts the search process for a permanent
Chief. I want to thank Sgt. Rutherford for
taking on this responsibility.
On September 25th, we hosted a sendoff to
Chief Dan Donegan who I wish well on his
retirement.
In Public Safety, Chair Sinoe Naji-Taylor and
the committee will continue the discussion
of any necessary reforms in policies and
complete the process of procurement for
body cams with the construction of policies
for their usage.
COMMUNITY RELATIONS:
At the Business Meeting of Council on
October 7th, Council voted 6-1 to charge the
Community Relations Committee to work
with Union Athletic Association in producing
the Fireworks in 2021. Sadly, the Union
Athletic Association approached Council with
the news that as an organization they will be
unable to continue with the Fireworks due to
lack of volunteer participation and fundraising.
To all community members, please be aware
that 2021 may be the last Fireworks without
more community participation and payment
for the Fireworks.
Also, please see the information about
Halloween on our website here: https://
www.lansdowneborough.com/CivicAlerts.
aspx?AID=193

As a Borough, we have no right to ban a
cultural holiday like Halloween. However,
we do encourage all residents to follow the
CDC guidelines to remain safe during Trickor-Treating.
ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, AND
RECREATION:
Several projects in Lansdowne Borough are
in the process of completion to augment
the Parks throughout Lansdowne.
First, the Streambank Restoration Project
at Reservoir Park commenced the week
of October 16th. Through a combination
of grants from the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and Delaware County
Greenways Program, Lansdowne Borough
Council secured approximately $400,000
for the improvement of Reservoir Park.
We look forward to the completion of this
project and the enhancements to Reservoir
Park.
Read More Here - https://
www.lansdowneborough.com/
DocumentCenter/View/631/Summary-ofSelected-Projects?bidId=
Next, Lansdowne Borough Council
learned that we were successful in a
grant application to the Department
of Conservation of Natural Resources
for $138,900 for the McKinley Lot
Playground Plan. Combined with the
recent award of $195,000 from the
Community Development Block Grant
to the development of McKinley Lot Tot
Playground, this allows Lansdowne Borough
to create a great space for families and
kids to play and creates a new park in
the Northeast quadrant of Lansdowne.
Currently, we are in the planning stage of
this project.
Learn more about the DCNR
grant on our website here: https://
www.lansdowneborough.com/
DocumentCenter/View/1048/DCNRGrantAwardLetter-MckinleyTotLot
The Gateway Slope project on Baltimore
Avenue and Scottsdale Road is completely
planned and paid for through grant money
and will currently be going out to bid for
requests for proposals. Our hope is to
break ground this winter or early next
spring to complete this project.
Many residents have asked about the status
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of Hoffman Park. Currently, the Borough
is working with contractors to develop
the repairs after Tropical Storm Isaias.
Unfortunately, contractors have been
extremely busy through the summer and
fall, which has extended timelines on all
projects.
Lansdowne Borough Council would like to
invite our fellow neighbors in Lansdowne
to join us for a clean up event co-hosted
with the Darby Creek Valley Association
(https://www.dcva.org/watershedcleanups). On October 24th, a clean up at
Hoffman Park will occur from 9-12.
Read More on our website here:
https://www.lansdowneborough.com/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=191
PHASE II: LANSDOWNE LANDING
AND VETERAN’S PARK REVISION
Due to the success of the pilot program
with the Lansdowne Landing. Lansdowne
Borough Council is in preliminary
discussions to work towards the
creation of a permanent space that
incorporates the Landing and Veteran’s
Park into a unified space. Please find the
Walkshed Plan to see the past design
here: https://www.lansdowneborough.
com/DocumentCenter/View/136/
WalkShedPlan
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:
BICYCLE FACILITIES:
On September 30th, 2020 Lansdowne
Borough hosted the presentation of the
Bicycle Facilities Plan created by Pennoni
Engineering on September 30, 2020. If you
missed the meeting, please review the plan
here: https://www.lansdowneborough.
com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/
Agenda/_09302020-23
Lansdowne Borough Council would like to
once again thank the following panelists for
taking time out of their schedules to share
their experiences with our community:
•

Elaine Schaefer, County Council

•

Rich Kerr, Member Friends of
Haverford Trails

•

Steve Beckley, Delaware County
Planning Department
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•

Cassidy Boulen, Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission

•

Eric Hartmann, DELCO Bicycle
Coalition

The meeting on September 30 was part of
the process established last year unanimously
by Lansdowne Borough Council to contract
with Pennoni a design for Bicycle Facilities
in Lansdowne based upon a plan developed
by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission. In all of the discussions and
votes, Lansdowne Borough Council was
unanimous in moving this plan forward.
The plan supports the Delaware County
Bicycle Plan and links into regional planning
for a bike friendly and pedestrian friendly
Lansdowne Borough
View the Delaware County Bike Plan here:
https://www.delcopa.gov/planning/pubs/
BicyclePlan.html
View the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission’s Bike-Friendly
Resurfacing Program: https://www.
dvrpc.org/Transportation/Bicycle/
BikeFriendlyResurfacing/
To give background and context last spring,
the Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission provided a plan as a result of a
Transportation and Community Development
Initiative grant—a grant received by
Lansdowne to assess safety issues and
transportation needs as part of our future
development. Currently, Lansdowne Borough
is the lead recipient of another TCDI grant
received this past spring in partnership with
Upper Darby, East Lansdowne, and Yeadon
Borough to build our Bicycle network to
extend through Eastern Delaware County
into Philadelphia.
DEFINITION FROM DVRPC:
“The Transportation and Community
Development Initiative (TCDI) is an
opportunity for the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission (DVRPC) to support
growth in the individual municipalities of
the Delaware Valley through initiatives
that implement the region’s long-range
plan, Connections 2040. Begun in 2002,
TCDI provides a mechanism for local
governments to undertake locally-directed
actions to improve their communities, which
in turn implements their local and county
comprehensive plans and supports the goals
and vision of Connections 2040.”
In this, Lansdowne is investing in 21st
Century transportation needs to create a
green infrastructure that supports public
safety and economic investment in our
neighborhoods. Just as past Borough Councils
had to accommodate the transition from
cowpaths to paved roads with the adoption

of the automobile and trolley lines in
Lansdowne. So too, do we need to address
the current transformation of transportation
needs and planning in the Philadelphia region.

Dear Friends of the Arts
Although the doors of the 2020
House are still closed to the public,
The Lansdowne Arts Board is still
quite busy working to advance the
arts in Lansdowne as stated in our
mission:

In conjunction with the County, the Region,
and State initiatives, Lansdowne Borough
Council is moving forward with our plans
to be bike friendly, pedestrian friendly and
connected Borough. We are not planning for
2025, but for 2030 and 2040.

Serving on behalf of the
Lansdowne Borough, the mission
of theLansdowne Arts Board is
to create, foster, and promote
lansdowne’s identity as a vibrant and
inspiring artistic community.

Through the dedication of resources, we:
•

work towards the goals of Ready for
100 as advocated by the Environmental
Advisory Council in creating green
infrastructure in our town

•

establish safer road conditions through
the traffic calming measures provided in
the plans.

•

invest in our community through
providing more amenities as a bike-able,
walkable community and encourage the
economic development provided by
quality of life issues is already attracting
investment in Lansdowne.

•

During these times when we have
limited opportunity for in-person
events, the Lansdowne Arts Board is
seeking to showcase your work on
social media. If you are a local artist,
please join us -- and apply to be one
of our featured artists.
Apply Now: LAB Featured Artist
here: http://www.lansdownearts.
org/application-page.html?utm_

provide the connectivity to a regional
network of bike pathways that provides
more recreational opportunities in
Lansdowne.

Coronavirus
Information:

As mentioned in the meeting, we are now
in the Revision stage of the plan where
concerns and comment are taken into
consideration to then present to Council for
adoption.

Lansdowne borough has created
a page for all residents to stay
updated on the COVID-19
Pandemic located here: https://
www.lansdowneborough.com/294/
Coronavirus. Lansdowne Borough
has been updating this site with the
latest information as it is received.
In addition please find the following
resources below:

Above all, we appreciate the input and
participation of all of Lansdowne residents
in this important planning stage for Bicycle
Facilities.
Although there will be changes that
occur with implementation of the plan, all
members of Council are receptive to the
comments and want to be sure the final
revisions to the plan address the concerns of
the residents. Also, all members of Council
take seriously the changes that this will
require and are receptive to all community
concerns. We understand that change is not
easy and affects residents in different parts
of the Borough differently.
Ultimately, members of Lansdowne Borough
Council are working with our Mayor to
ensure that Lansdowne is a green place to
grow in.
To all of my friends and neighbors, I hope to
see you around the town.

•

Delaware County coronavirus
updates: https://www.delcopa.gov/
ich/resources/coronavirus.html

•

State coronavirus updates: https://
www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/
Pages/Coronavirus.aspx

•

Governor Wolf ’s Plan to Reopen
Pennsylvania: https://www.
governor.pa.gov/process-to-reopenpennsylvania/

•

Federal - Center for Disease Control
- COVID-19: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

Sincerely,
Benjamin Hover
President
Lansdowne Borough Council
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Letter from Mayor Tony
With the arrival of Fall, I hope everyone will
enjoy the crisp weather and beautiful fall
colors in Lansdowne. Unfortunately just like in
Spring and Summer with covid affecting many
of our annual events the same applies for the
Fall. Our annual kids Halloween party will
be held but will be much different to assure
safety for our residents. The event will be held
on Saturday October 31st 11:00 - 1:00 at the
Landing in the Lansdowne Ave parking lot. This
will coincide with the Farmers Market. We will
have two tables set up at each end of the Landing. We will give out Trick or Treat bags with
treats for children ages 1 to 10. All kids must
be accompanied by an adult and everyone must
wear a mask. We will practice social distancing
making sure both lines stay 6ft apart. There
will be no judging for best costumes and there
will be no food or refreshments. I know this
is not what we are used to but I feel we need
to be careful and follow what is being recommended by CDC. I hope this event will give
our kids and their parents some sense of normalcy during these crazy times. Even though
there will be no judging I hope everyone will
still come out in their Halloween best as they
have in the past.
As far as trick or treating in the Borough, I
urge everyone to be smart, careful and follow
CDC recommendations. I would recommend
giving out candy outside of your house or in
your driveway. Also trick or treaters should go
out in small groups and stay apart from each
other.

I have also included a flyer with a list of recommendations our residents should consider
following. Remember our little ones have
gone through a lot this year and I hope even
if it is not like other Halloweens they can still
have some fun and also be safe.
I want to mention two recent items happening
in the borough.
First on October 1st we changed West Stewart Ave from Lansdowne Ave to Owen Ave to
one way going West from Lansdowne Ave. We
did this after a request from the Lansdowne
Friends School due to concerns with drop-off
and pick-up for their students on this section
West Stewart Ave. This concern has been going on for awhile and has been getting worse.
We met with the school officials at the public
safety meetings and council meetings these
past months. After discussing with the school
other possible solutions we decided that this
was the best solution. I personally talked to
the majority of the residents on West Stewart
Ave including Simpson Gardens and they all
said they were in favor of this change. West
Stewart Ave is a busy street and this will make
it safer for the children. I know this could be
a little inconvenient and take a little getting
used to but I think our children’s safety is
worth it. We will monitor this and make sure
it is helping the situation.
The second thing is we held a Zoom Town
Meeting on September 30th to discuss a pro-

posed new bike lane for some of our streets
in Lansdowne. This idea was discussed at numerous meetings this past year and a half and
was approved unanimously by borough council
for our engineering firm to put together a
proposed plan. We held the September 30th
meeting to get feedback from our residents
about the proposed bike lane plan. At the
meeting we had around 50 residents join in on
the meeting and asked about 100 questions.
At the meeting the engineer laid out this plan
and showed on what streets the bike lane
would be located and what effect this would
have on these streets. It was obvious that the
major concerns of the residents was the lose
of street parking on their street. We understand these concerns and Council will review
what can be done to address them before we
move further. This proposed bike lane will join
Lansdowne with the County and neighboring
towns now and for the future. I do think that
this is an asset to our town.
I hope all of our residents continue to stay
safe and healthy through this very hard 2020.
Remember we are all in this together and we
will get through it together. Please remember
to vote on November 3rd either in person or
by mail. It is so important for our future.
Thank You.
See you around town.
Mayor Tony

Thank you Chief Dan Donegan
Lansdowne Borough Council and Mayor Campuzano would like
to thank Chief Dan Donegan for his many years of service to
the Lansdowne Borough. On September 16th, Lansdowne
Borough Council voted to agree to a retirement package with
Chief Donegan, who will be retiring on a medical disability due
to health reasons. For nearly twenty-five years, Chief Donegan-as an officer, a detective and then as Chief--worked in
Lansdowne for the protection and safety of all Lansdowne
residents. Chief Donegan leaves behind a Lansdowne a welltrained, professional force whose members work for the
well-being of all residents. Please join us in recognizing Chief
Donegan. Chief Donegan’s last day will be September 30, 2020.
Mayor Tony Campuzano officiall proclaimed September 30,2020
as Chief Dan Donegan Day here in Lansdowne, PA.
We thank Chief Dan Donegan!
Lansdowne Borough Council also voted Sergeant Kenneth Rutherford in as Interim Chief
while Lansdowne Borough Council conducts a search for a new full time chief for
Lansdowne. We look forward to the service brought forward by Sergeant Rutherford.
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Have you ever walked by a local
business and thought I wonder what
they are all about or what they sell?
With so many businesses located in
Lansdowne, the LBPA decided to put
the spotlight on a member each month
so if you’re in need of a product or
service, you’ll know who does what
and where to go.
We recently talked with Theresa
Pettaway from The Pettaway Pursuit
Foundation located at 11 Owen
Avenue in Lansdowne.
Check out this link to read all about
it: http://shoplansdowne.com/
september/

Borough Council Resolutions Passed
Lansdowne
Borough Adopts
Resolution to
Commemorate
National POW/
MIA Day on September 18
Mayor issues
Proclamation
in Lansdowne
designating
July 26, 2020
as “Liberia Day”
On July 26th, Mayor Tony Campuzano,
Council President Benjamin Hover, County
Councilwoman Dr. Monica Taylor, and U. S.
Representative Mary Gay Scanlon joined
with leaders of the Liberian community
to mark the first designation honoring the
Liberian immigrant community in Southeast
Pennsylvania and specifically in Lansdowne.
Also present from Lansdowne Borough
Council were Tangela James,Vice President
Magda Byrne, and Sinoe Naji-Taylor. Upper
Darby Councilman Hafiz Tunis also attended.
Lansdowne Borough Council acknowledges
and respects the members of the Lansdowne
community of all places of national origin;

and, we respect and
acknowledge the
contributions to the
cultural and civic
life in Lansdowne
of members of the
Ecuadorian Community. Lansdowne Borough
Council recognizes and acknowledges August
10th, 2020 as “Ecuador Day;” and, designates
El Primer Grito de Independence on August
10th each year as a day of celebration to
be recognized with cultural festivities in
Lansdowne.
The Borough Council
of Lansdowne wishes
to celebrate the rich
history, culture and
legacy of the Hispanic
and Latino members
of our community and honor the influence
of members of our community of Hispanic
and Latino descent and declares the dates
from September 15th to October 15th to
be Hispanic Heritage Month. We join with
our fellow neighbors of Hispanic and Latino
Heritage in celebration of the rich history,
valued contribution and cultural influences
in Lansdowne, Pennsylvania and the Unities

States of America.
On July 1st
Lansdowne
Borough and
Lansdowne
Borough
Council signed
a resolution to create an ad hoc committee
comprised of Benjamin Hover, Sinoe NajjiTaylor and Wardell Holt to meet through
December 31st 2020 to develop inclusionary
policies and recommendations for Lansdowne
Boards and Commissions to ensure the
development of arts, recreation, culture and
economic planning that includes all members
of the Borough of Lansdowne. Please visit our
website here for more information: https://
www.lansdowneborough.com/CivicAlerts.

Borough Council Meeting Notes
September 2, 2020
Borough Council discussed:
•
LEDC Proposal to use the 20th Century
Club for an art sale
•

Logistics on a public meeting on the
topic of Bicycle Route in the Borough
on 9/30/2020

•

Lansdowne Votes request to deploy
signage in the Borough

•

Entering an agreement for making
improvements to the Borough website

•

Reactivating Sheriff Sales

•

An agreement with the Delaware
County Board of Elections for the
installation of a Ballot Drop Box at 26
North Highland Avenue

•

Logistics of implementing a children’s
Halloween Party

Borough Council acted to:
•
Pay bills for the period
•

Issue Certificate of Appropriateness
2020-0731-01 for signage: 17 N

Lansdowne Avenue.

September 16, 2020

Adopt Resolution 2020-20 regarding
entering Master Casting Agreement
with PennDOT

Borough Council discussed:
•

Final version of the Bicycle Facilities
Forum flyer

•

Enter Master Casting Agreement with
PENNDOT

•

Procurement of cyber insurance

•

Advertise for bids for the Lansdowne
Avenue Crosswalk

•

Small wireless cell antenna agreement

•

•

Issue response letter to DELCORA

A Resolution honoring military
POW’s and MIA

•

Enter Ballot Drop Box License
Agreement with Delaware County
Board of Elections

•

•

Authorize placement of Ballot Drop
Box at the Lansdowne Firehouse; 26
North Lansdowne Avenue

Borough Council took action to:
•

Pay bills for the period

•

Adopt Resolution 2020-22 honoring
POW and MIA of the US Military

•

Restore sick leave for police clerk
employees related to COVID-19
RESPONSE POLICY

•

Open the 20CC for the LEDC Art Sale

•

Adopt Resolution 2020-21 regarding
bank account signatures at PNC Bank

•

•

Allow Lansdowne Votes to install
banner signage at Borough Green and
Gateway Park

Enter a settlement and mutual release
agreement with Police Chief Donegan
subject to solicitor review

•

Appoint Sargent Rutherford as
Interim Police Chief

–4–

Lansdowne Borough
Bike Facilities

Borough Meeting Schedule
Please see the Borough Calendar for a complete list of meeting locations and details.
Until further notice many of the previously scheduled meetings will not take place.The website
calendar will provide virtual attendance directions for those meetings that are taking place.

OCTOBER
•

Library Board
October 19 at 7:00 pm
•
General Borough Council Meeting
October 21 at 7:00 pm
•
Civil Service Commission
October 22 at 7:00 pm
•
Historic Architecture Review Board
October 22 at 7:00 pm
•
Zoning Hearing Board
October 22 at 7:00 pm
•
Human Relations Commission
October 26 at 6:30 pm
•
Parks Recreation and the Environment
Committee Meeting
October 26 at 5:30 pm
•
Infrastructure Committee Meeting
October 26 at 6:30 pm
NOVEMBER
•
Lansdowne Landing Board
November 2 at 7:00 pm
•
Finance Committee Meeting

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

November 2 at 5:30 pm
Community Relations Committee
Mtg November 3 at 6:30 pm
General Borough Council Meeting
November 4 at 7:00 pm
Environmental Advisory Council
November 6 at 6:30 pm
Youth Aid Panel
November 6 at 6:30 pm
Board of Health
November 10 at 6:30 pm
Lansdowne Arts Board
November 10 at 7:00 pm
Planning Commission Meeting
November 11 at 7:00 pm
Tree Advisory Board
November 11 at 7:15 pm
Economic Development Meeting
November 11 at 6:00 pm
Library Board
November 16 at 7:00 pm

A public forum
was held on
September
30 to discuss
the plans for
bicycle facilities
in the borough. The Bicycle Facility Improvement
Recommendations to support bike access
to SEPTA’s Lansdowne Regional Rail Station
developed from:
•

Delaware County Bike-to Transit Survey and
Report published by DVRPC

•

Safe Routes to Transit Program conducted
in partnerships with DVRPC, PennDOT
Connects, & Delaware County Planning
Department

•

SEPTA’s plan to add bike parking to the north
side of the station.

The design approach includes many factors. These
are applying treatments for safety and increased
comfort for bikers at all skill levels, balanced
design from all road users including pedestrians,
cyclists, and parking and high quality bike network
treatments.
To view more information as well as all of the
plans for the bike lanes please visit here: https://
www.lansdowneborough.com/AgendaCenter/
ViewFile/Agenda/_09302020-23

hawks, and pileated woodpeckers (of Woody
the Woodpecker fame). Daily, we may also see
bald eagles, osprey, king-fisher and large blue
herons, some visiting from the neighboring
wildlife refuge at Tinicum.
You can read more about Pennock Woods
Park here: https://www.lansdowneborough.
com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=171

Blight Remediation
On July 15th Lansdowne Borough requested a
Blight Remediation program grant of $300,000
from the Commonwealth Financing Authority
to be used for Remediation of Blight in the
Borough from the PA Department of Community and Economic Development. See our
website for more information on this grant:
https://www.lansdowneborough.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=132

Pennock Woods Park,
A Tranquil Oasis
Pennock Woods Park has been seeing
increased activity during coronavirus as people
are in need of outdoor places to visit where
they can be socially distant. Pennock Woods is
a county-owned park, whose only entrance is
half-way down Pennock Terrace, on the right
side. This six acre park has no rest-rooms,
or man-made amenities; it does have trails,
trees, wildlife and, being the lowest spot in
Lansdowne, access to the Darby Creek. The
trails are maintained by neighbors, some of
which are steep and uneven from wash-outs.
This green space is home to a wide range of
wildlife, including deer, fox, and racoon. The
park is also a natural bird sanctuary, home to
a pair of breeding (barred) owls. Wood ducks
nest in some of the tall, older trees, along with
cardinals, sparrows, finches, falcons, red tail
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Lansdowne Borough Mourns the Loss of Nicholas Micozzie

Lansdowne Borough passed a resolution on August 6, 2020, honoring the life and service of State Representative
Nicholas Micozzie.

Nicholas Micozzie served in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives for the 163rd District, which included
the Borough of Lansdowne, during his 35 year tenure as a State Representative. Representative Micozzie worked
tirelessly on behalf of the residents of Lansdowne in advocating for and securing funding for various projects
both public and private in Lansdowne Borough and the greater Lansdowne Community. He was instrumental in
securing aid from the State of Pennsylvania for the restoration of Hoffman Park and the Baltimore Pike bridge
after the devastation of Hurricane Floyd. He was a champion of the Greater Lansdowne community and Delaware
County and worked to preserve and develop park space for the community. Representative Micozzie advocated
for and secured funding for the Darby Creek Greenway Trail through Hoffman Park, assisted in the purchase of
the Sycamore Park property and secured funding to purchase and clear the property to create a community park,
preserving the 300 year old Sycamore tree.
Nick Micozzie was a Korean War Veteran and in his service as a Representative secured funding to restore the World War Monument
and World War II Monument at Penn Wood High School. The borough recognizes the sacrifices of the Micozzie family for the hours
Representative Micozzie spent in service for the benefit of the community of Lansdowne. The borough lost a great friend when
Representative Nicholas Micozzie passed on July 28th, 2020 and our thoughts and prayers are with the Micozzie family during this time.
Nick is survived by his beloved wife of 65 years June (Howard) Micozzie; his loving children Kathleen M. O’Connor (Guy), Thomas N.
Micozzie (Susan), Kelly Ann Micozzie-Aguirre (Ernesto); grandchildren Nicole Kemmer (Rob), Colleen Heckman (Tim), Nina Tyre (Douglas),
Guy O’Connor Jr. (Amanda) , Nicole Taylor (Mike), Anna Marie Aguirre and Domenique Aguirre and great grandchildren Andrew, Katelyn,
Zachary, Olivia, Nicholas, Keagan, Elyse, David, Emily, Catherine, Michael, Matthew and Luke. He was predeceased by his sister the late
Rosemarie Rizzo.

Voting Reminder
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 is election day! If you’ve moved, changed your
name, or want to update your political party affiliation, you need to update your
voter
registration.
•
Please visit the Delaware County Election Bureau web page for county
voting
updates.
•
Please visit the official Pennsylvania Voter Website for more information on state
voting
procedures.
•
For all of your national voting information be sure to check the usa.gov website
for
more information leading up to the 2020 November election.
•
Lansdowne Borough has also created a voting page located on our website for
Borough Updates
•
Polling locations will remain the same for the 2020 election. Please check our website here to see a map of voting precincts: https://www.
lansdowneborough.com/DocumentCenter/View/141/Voting-Precincts
•
There is a new Voting Drop Box in Lansdowne located at the Lansdowne Firehouse: 26 Lansdowne Avenue

The new hotline is staffed by trained employees prepared to answer Delaware County resident’s questions
related to the upcoming election, including:
•

Voter Registration

•

Naked Ballots (what are they?)

•

Vote-By-Mail applications

•

Deadlines

•

Mail-In Ballot & Absentee Ballot status

•

COVID-19 precautions

•

Polling Place locations

•

Rules regarding 3rd party ballot drop offs

•

Voter Service Centers (locations, hours,
services)

•

And more!

•

Ballot Drop Boxes

The hotline is available Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m. – noon.
Voters calling to check on the status of their vote-by-mail ballot can also check the status directly through the
Pennsylvania Department of State’s “Election Ballot Status” lookup tool: www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/
BallotTracking.aspx
Voters who wish to speak to someone in-person are welcome to walk-in to any Delaware County Voter Service
Center, located in Media, Upper Darby, and Chester. More information, including location and hours of operation
can be found here: delcopa.gov/vsc
Voters are also reminded that many of the answers to their questions can be easily found on the updated
elections website: Delco Votes! The website features a user-friendly interface and includes the latest deadlines,
forms, applications, and news for voters, candidates, poll workers, and media. Learn more here: delcopa.gov/vote
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Pet Tips
Separation Anxiety

Lansdowne Borough is pleased to announce a $500,000
grant award from the State of Pennsylvania to support its
sewer repair program. The repair program will perform
trench restoration of approximately 2,400 linear feet
of piping and associated structures. In addition to the
$500,000 grant the Borough was previously awarded
$50,000 and $100,000 grants for a total of $650,000.
These grants will fund approximately one-half of the
upcoming 2,400-foot trench restoration project. This
fundraising effort will directly offset sewer fees that
would otherwise be drawn from to support this work.

One thing we know for certain
about our furry counterparts is
that dogs and cats are creatures of
habit. They thrive on consistency,
and sudden scheduling changes
can throw them for a loop! As
many of us have been getting used
to more time at home during the
COVID-19 pandemic, we can’t
help but wonder how our pets will
react once we begin getting back
into some of our routines.
Check out this article from the
ASPCA to learn 7 tips and tricks
for separation anxiety in pets:
https://www.aspca.org/news/separation-anxiety-pets-7-tips-and-tricks

Meet the Clean Energy Planning Team
(EACLansdowne@gmail.com).
The Clean Energy Planning Team is in the
middle of a training program on energy
literacy and clean energy planning. The
training lays out a number of questions to
address up front:

Lansdowne aims to be a clean energy town,
as witnessed by last year’s Borough Council
resolution to have 100% of the electricity
used for municipal, residential and business
purposes come from renewable sources by
2035. Very little of the electricity from PECO
comes this way, and two thirds of PECO’s
residential customers in the region use their
default mix, so we have a long way to go.
It may seem like 15 years is plenty of
time to achieve the goal, but Lansdowne’s
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)
recognizes that a really good plan is critical
and that the foundation of any plan should
be feedback, guidance and support from
residents, business owners, elected officials
and Borough staff. We all need to work
together on this exciting goal and this takes
planning.
First stage is formation of a Clean Energy
Planning Team, which now has three
members (EAC Chair Carol Martsolf, Dale
Harris and Dana Robinson). We anticipate
that Borough Council will approve a
somewhat larger team and we would
welcome hearing from potential volunteers

1.

What’s our vision for Lansdowne’s
clean energy future?

2.

Who are the stakeholders we need to
consult?

3.

How can we get the most from
meetings with stakeholders?

4.

What are our priorities and next steps
with respect to the following?
•

Energy efficiency (Borough,
residential and commercial
buildings)

•

Buying electricity from renewable
sources

•

Electric vehicles

•

Solar panels in Lansdowne

•

Group buying of electricity along
with other municipalities through
contracts with developers of big
solar projects

The EAC is also surveying residents and
business owners on the environmental
initiatives they would like to see in our
community. The survey includes a wide
range of topics from composting and hiking
trails to electric vehicles and solar panels.
Thanks to those who have participated! If
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you haven’t, the survey takes less than 5
minutes, and can be accessed here. (https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/C5C9LZB)

Urban stormwater runoff pollution is a
problem that has no boundaries, and neither
does the solution! Sediment harms aquatic
life when it smothers macroinvertebrates
and clogs spaces between rocks, destroying
essential habitat for many species. Debris—
such as plastic bags, six-pack rings, and
cigarette butts—can also be problematic
as it can be washed into rivers can choke,
suffocate, or disable ducks, fish, turtles, and
birds. Keeping yard clippings and debris
out of the street is especially important as
we enter the fall season. Recent rains have
washed yard waste from the street into the
storm gutters and have led to issues with
stormwater overflow within the borough.
Please be sure to bag your lawn clippings
and reduce your pollution and runoff so that
they do not run into the Stormwater drains.
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We’ve gone digital!
The Lansdowne Borough newsletter is now in digital format and will be emailed monthly. Residents will be able to read the digitized version in one of
two ways.
•

Either provide us with your email so that you may receive it directly in your inbox using the subscription link located online: http://eepurl.com/
gWVynz

•

OR simply go to our website or social media sites where it will be available at any time for the general public to view.

For those who still prefer a print form, you are given the ability to “opt-in” to a printed newsletter in the mail. If you would like to receive a paper/
mailed newsletter, please send an email to the following address: Hello@lansdowneborough.com or send a letter to us at the borough address above.
Your email or letter should contain the following message: I would prefer to continue the print version (Include full name and physical address).

LANSDOWNE BOROUGH CONTACTS
BOROUGH COUNCIL
Benjamin Hover
President
hoverb@lansdowneborough.com
Magdalina Byrne
Vice President
byrnem@lansdowneborough.com

Michael Schleigh
Councilman
councilmanmichaelschleigh@verizon.net

Michael Jozwiak
Code Enforcement and Zoning

Anthony Campuzano
Mayor
campuzanot@lansdowneborough.com

COMMITTEES

Parks, Recreation & the Environment
Janet English, Chair
Michael Schleigh
Wardell Holt

Finance & Administration
Tangela James, Chair
Janet English
Magda Byrne

Community Relations
Magda Byrne, Chair
Tangela James
Wardell Holt

Health & Public Safety
Sinoe Naji-Taylor, Chair
Magda Byrne
Janet English

Infrastructure & Public Works
Michael Schleigh, Chair
Tangela James
Sinoe Naji-Taylor

Economic Development & Code
Enforcement
Benjamin Hover, Chair
Michael Schleigh
Sinoe Naji-Taylor

Technology
Wardell Holt, Chair
Benjamin Hover
Magda Byrne

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION

Janet English
Councilwoman
englishj@lansdowneborough.com

Craig Totaro
Borough Manager
totaroc@lansdowneborough.com

Wardell Holt
Councilman
holtw@lansdowneborough.com

Ken Rutherford
Interim Police Chief
krutherford@lansdowneborough.com

Tangela James
Councilwoman
jamest@lansdowneborough.com

Erica Sollberger
Parks and Rec Director
Sollbergere@lansdowneborough.com
Kevin Laverty
Public Works Department
lavertyk@lansdowneborough.com

Sinoe Naji-Taylor
Councilwoman
sntlansdowne@gmail.com
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Halloween will likely need to be different this fall
to prevent the spread of the virus that causes
COVID-19. Avoid activities that are higher risk
for spread. Consider fun alternatives that pose
lower risk of spreading the virus that causes
COVID-19.
Many traditional Halloween activities can be highrisk for spreading viruses. There are several safer,
alternative ways to participate in Halloween.
If you may have COVID-19 or you may have
been exposed to someone with COVID-19, you
should not participate in in-person Halloween
festivities and should not give out candy to trickor-treaters.
Lower risk activities
These lower risk activities can be safe
alternatives:
•
Carving or decorating pumpkins with
members of your household and displaying
them
•
Carving or decorating pumpkins outside, at
a safe distance, with neighbors or friends
•
Decorating your house, apartment, or living
space
•
Doing a Halloween scavenger hunt where
children are given lists of Halloween-themed
things to look for while they walk outdoors
from house to house admiring Halloween
decorations at a distance
•
Having a virtual Halloween costume contest
•
Having a Halloween movie night with people
you live with
•
Having a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat
search with your household members in or
around your home rather than going house
to house
Moderate risk activities
•
Participating in one-way trick-or-treating
where individually wrapped goodie bags are
lined up for families to grab and go while
continuing to social distance (such as at the
end of a driveway or at the edge of a yard)
•
If you are preparing goodie bags, wash your
hands with soap and water for at least 20
second before and after preparing the bags.
•
Having a small group, outdoor, open-air
costume parade where people are distanced
more than 6 feet apart
•
Attending a costume party held outdoors
where protective masks are used and
people can remain more than 6 feet apart
•
A costume mask (such as for Halloween) is
not a substitute for a cloth mask. A costume
mask should not be used unless it is made
of two or more layers of breathable fabric
that covers the mouth and nose and doesn’t
leave gaps around the face.
•
Do not wear a costume mask over a
protective cloth mask because it can be
dangerous if the costume mask makes it
hard to breathe. Instead, consider using a
Halloween-themed cloth mask.

•

•

•

•
•

•

Going to an open-air, one-way,
walk-through haunted forest where
appropriate mask use is enforced, and
people can remain more than 6 feet
apart
If screaming will likely occur, greater
distancing is advised. The greater the
distance, the lower the risk of spreading
a respiratory virus.
Visiting pumpkin patches or orchards
where people use hand sanitizer
before touching pumpkins or picking
apples, wearing masks is encouraged
or enforced, and people are able to
maintain social distancing
Having an outdoor Halloween movie
night with local family friends with
people spaced at least 6 feet apart
If screaming will likely occur, greater
distancing is advised. The greater the
distance, the lower the risk of spreading
a respiratory virus.
Lower your risk by following CDC’s
recommendations on hosting gatherings
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or cook-outs.
Higher risk activities
Avoid these higher risk activities to help
prevent the spread of the virus that causes
COVID-19:
•
Participating in traditional trick-ortreating where treats are handed to
children who go door to door
•
Having trunk-or-treat where treats are
handed out from trunks of cars lined up
in large parking lots
•
Attending crowded costume parties held
indoors
•
Going to an indoor haunted house
where people may be crowded together
and screaming
•
Going on hayrides or tractor rides with
people who are not in your household
•
Using alcohol or drugs, which can cloud
judgement and increase risky behaviors
•
Traveling to a rural fall festival that is not
in your community if you live in an area
with community spread of COVID-19

New Traffic Pattern
Attention Drivers,
The Lansdowne Police Department
would like to inform drivers that
a new traffic pattern has been
implemented effective October 1,
2020. W. Stewart Avenue, between
N. Lansdowne Avenue and Owen
Avenue, will now be a one way westbound (toward
Owen Avenue) roadway only.
Proper directional signs have been posted.
The implementation of this traffic pattern change
was achieved with the safety of our children and
residents in mind.
Please use caution and stay safe.
Sincerely,
Sgt. Ken Rutherford
Interim Chief of Police

The Junior Council Person Program
Lansdowne Borough recently passed a resolution adopting the
Junior Council Person Program offered through PSAB
(Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs).
The Junior Council Person (JCP) Program provides youth in our
community with an opportunity to engage in borough government
and develop leadership skills. It also allows borough officials to
serve as mentors to
students who will be
future leaders in their
communities.
If a Lansdowne Borough
high school or college
student is interested in
becoming a candidate for
the Lansdowne Borough
Junior Council Person
Program, please email or
mail a resume and cover
letter stating why you
would be a good candidate
to our borough manager:
Craig Totaro: Totaroc@
lansdowneborough.com
or to learn more: https://
www.lansdowneborough.
com/CivicAlerts.
aspx?AID=121
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