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Lansdowne Borough Council

General Meeting

October 19, 2011


The Lansdowne Borough Council General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 
October 19, 2011, 7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.  Present were President Coleman, Mrs. English, Ms. Lustgarten Mr. Schleigh, Ms. Silzle, Mr. Wagner and Mr. Smith.  Also in attendance were Mayor Young, Borough Manager Totaro, Borough Secretary Henry, Police Chief Kortan, Borough Treasurer Bartley and Borough Solicitor Scott.  Fire Chief Young was absent. 

Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved with no changes.

Approval of Minutes:  Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2011 General Meeting of Council as submitted by the Secretary.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  

Announcements and Presentations:  
(1) Mayor Young introduced Danielle Redden, Lansdowne’s Main Street Manager who will partnering with the Lansdowne Economic Development Committee in focusing on the business community’s viability and ways to sustain that viability.
(2) Chief Kortan and Mr. Schleigh recognized Gary Macklin (Septa PD) and officer Albertoli, whose combined efforts helped to make the recent Night Out project a success.  Officer Macklin also gave out appreciation awards to Sycamore Restaurant, Mayor Young, Mr. Schleigh and Chief Kortan.  Chief Kortan stated that the event would again be held next year on August 7, 2012.
Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Bartley presented the September 30, 2011 report as follows:  General Fund beginning balance $280,823, ending balance $1,433,274.  Sewer Fund beginning balance: $604,313, ending balance $ 818,581.  Liquid Fuels Fund beginning balance $326,727, ending balance $407,497.  Capital Reserves Fund beginning balance $61,080, ending balance $406,221.  Non Uniform Pension Fund beginning balance $1,837,274, ending balance $1,569,955.  Police Pension fund beginning balance $6,323,468, ending balance of $5,821,810.  Mr. Bartley indicated that there sufficient funds on hand to meet the current obligations.  
Solicitor’s Report:  Mr. Scott had no formal report and two items for Executive Session.
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Young read a list of calendar items.  Mayor Young mentioned that she is a member of Mayors Against Illegal Guns and read a letter from the Public Safety Group regarding a bill currently in the Senate that would usurp the authority of states to set their own minimum standards for who can and cannot carry a concealed loaded gun in public.  This bill would also require states to recognize permits issued in other states, even if those other states have weaker standards.  As written, the Bill would make it easier for criminals and other individuals to procure guns and allow more federal control of local governments.  Currently, 38 states deny concealed carry by individuals convicted of dangerous misdemeanors, 29 states deny concealed carry by alcohol abusers and 35 states require applicants to complete gun safety training.  All these laws would be eliminated if this bill is passed.  Mr. Scott indicated that he would check whether a Resolution of Support could be written.  

Council President’s Report: President Coleman mentioned that you do not need to be a Lansdowne resident to become involved with the Neighborhood Advisory Committee, the Elm Street Program or related committees.  1st Suburbs will be hosting a public meeting on October 27th to discuss HUD issues and affordable housing.  President Coleman also mentioned that she is working with Penn Wood High School officials regarding getting youth involved with various projects that will complete their community service requirements for senior year.  In this regard, a Junior Council will be formed that will be sponsored by the PA Association of Boroughs for high school juniors and seniors.


President Coleman reported that the Friendship Circle Senior Circle had sent a letter regarding their programs and services.  A list of their activities and programs are listed in the newsletter.  Mr. Totaro gave an update on the Gladstone Manor lighting issue: all lights are to be installed and working except for the island lights, which will be the next project.  The underground wiring and electrical box are ready for installation and the hardscaping is almost complete.


Mr. Wagner provided a synopsis of events from prior years that illustrated the reasons behind the current lighting problems.  The original lights were gas and became harder to maintain and too costly.  In 2010 the lights were replaced with more energy efficient incandescent lighting as well as the fixtures.  To further complicate matters, there were issues with the vendor regarding the correct style of the lights and incorrect bid specifications.  There were also power issues in the area of Walsh and Mansfield Roads and PECO finally fixed the underground wiring.  Mr. Wagner mentioned that house shields can be provided to diffuse or block any glare from the lights.  The old lights are Borough property and not allowed to be sold off except through auction.  Mr. Scott indicated that if the worth was less than $1500 no auction would be necessary but the estimate received was $20,000.


Regarding the Senate Bill gun issue, President Coleman mentioned that it would be put to a vote at the end of the meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Health and Safety – Mr. Schleigh reported a growing interest and participation in the Neighborhood Watch program.  The Public Safety Committee was asked to review the current ordinance regarding parking of commercial vehicles on personal property.  The issue is weight, and no vehicle over 1 ton can be parked in the street.  The Committee recommended that no changes be made at this time.

The Civil Service Commission is continuing the hiring process for a part time officer.  Mr. Schleigh opened a discussion about the pros and cons of hiring a part time officer vs. a full time police officer to replace the officer who recently resigned.  Mr. Schleigh indicated that on the pro side for a part time officer, the hire can be reversed if the officer for some reason does not work out.   However, the costs are higher and could cause instability in court appearances.  Chief Kortan pointed out that a continually shifting officer roster could demoralize the existing full time officers and there would be higher costs incurred for training time.  Ms. Silzle questioned the rate that part time officers leave for other positions.  Chief Kortan indicated that there have recently only been two who left but the history indicates that the percentage is higher.   Ms. Lustgarten pointed out that if three part time officers were hired, more coverage hours would be provided for street patrols.  There are now 15 full time officers and 1 part time officer.  The Public Safety Committee is recommending that a full time officer be hired, pending Borough Council’s approval.  Mayor Young expressed that she was the dissenting vote in this matter and felt the issue should be discussed as a Council of the whole.  Ms. Silzle questioned the more rigid testing procedures for full time officers.  Chief Kortan mentioned that the testing procedure is the same but the rules for hiring are different.  Under the Civil Service rules if there is a veteran in the top three the veteran must be chosen.  With part timers, a list can be developed that considers things other than the general requirements under the Civil Service rules and any candidate on the list can be considered.  The part time vs. full time officer issue will be discussed further at the next Council Business meeting. 

Finance and Administration – Ms. Lustgarten reported on the 2012 budget.  The latest information shows a quote of 6.94% for civilian employees health insurance.  Blue Cross/Blue Shield will not be changing its rates for the police and police retirees.  However, if the police can be moved onto the civilian insurance plan, approximately $40,000-$50,000 would be saved.  The committee is currently working on the 2020 house budget figures with the Arts Board. 


The RFP for banking services proposal was sent out on October 10th and a letter of intent should be received by November 11th.   

Economic Development and Code Enforcement – Mr. Wagner reported that Parks and Recreation Director Erica Sollberger will be working on a streetscape plan regarding tree bed designs.  The Committee has recommended that Francis Aubrey be appointed as the borough citizen representative for the Elm Street Program Neighborhood Advisory Committee.  The Committee is also recommending that George Collins be appointed to the Zoning Hearing Board.  The Arts Board is planning a 2013 opening of the 2020 house/arts center.  The Board is focused on developing an art center that would focus on certain disciplines:  (1) green print making; (2) creative writing; and (3) music composition.  Interested residents can attend the public meetings of the Arts Board every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the 20th Century Club, 7:00 p.m.


Mr. Wagner also reported that his committee is currently working on developing a noise ordinance.

Environment – Ms. Silzle reported that leaf collection has begun.  Residents should not include sticks or rocks in the leaf pickup and the leaf program should be used for the majority of leaves instead of utilizing the yard waste program.  Ms. Silzle also reported that recycling is going well: the September diversion in 2010 was 18% as compared to 31.7% for September 2011.  The borough earned $4,200 on the sale of recyclables during the month of September.  Year to date earnings on these sales is over $31,000.  The year to date diversion average in 2010 was 16.8% and in 2011 it was 27.8%.  Ms. Silzle mentioned that the borough will be joining with the PA Environmental Council.  The next Environment committee meeting will be held on November 10th at 7:00 p.m.  Ms. Silzle also reminded residents to unclog the storm drains if there is excessive leaf build-up.
Community Relations: Mrs. English had no formal report.  In September the library had 10,443 visitors; 6,590 items were checked out for adults, 1,087 items checked out for children and there were 3,533 internet users. 
Infrastructure and Public Works – Mr. Smith had no formal report.  The next Infrastructure committee meeting will be held on October 25th. 
Communications:  There were no items for communication.

Ms. Lustgarten moved to suspend Roberts Rules of Order to hear visitor comments.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Visitor Comments:  
1. Sebastian Interlandi – Resident – Mr. Interlandi commented on the improvement to the Gladstone Manor lights.  He also felt that a small stipend should be offered to high school interns as an addition to on the job training.  Mr. Interlandi felt that Lansdowne is a progressive borough and hiring a full time police officer makes more sense.
2. Mary Ann Surla – Resident – Ms. Surla thanked Borough Council for the work orders submitted for various repair projects in the borough.  Ms. Surla mentioned that the sign at Fairview and Lansdowne Avenue is almost disintegrated.  Ms. Surla also indicated that the extra smoking urns should be removed from the business district.  Ms. Surla mentioned that the police records indicate too many alcohol related offenses and felt the timing was bad for allowing wine tasting at the farmers market.  Ms. Surla stated that the designated meeting signs must be placed outside borough hall to let residents know when borough council meetings are being held.   

3. Melissa England – 124 Gladstone Road – In her capacity as President of the Greater Gladstone Civic Association, Ms. England had issues with the facts and communications as they were presented regarding the lights in Gladstone Manor, stating that the lottery aspect for disposing of the lights was not part of the Association’s recommendation and it actually came from Borough Council.  

4. Jacqueline Day – 151 Walsh Road – Ms. Day stated that a street light is out in front of her house.  Mr. Smith indicated that he never received an e-mail in this regard and that the matter would be corrected.  

5. Michelle Prescott – 7 E. Windermere Terrace – Ms. Prescott mentioned that she had taken the February 9th minutes of the GGCA and Borough Council had clearly indicated that the Manor lights would be disposed of through the lottery method and should have contacted Mr. Scott the next day in this regard instead of waiting until September 21st. 

6. Steve Phillips – 105 Walsh Road – Mr. Phillips stated that he loved the new Manor street lights and that Ms. England had done a great job in this effort.  Mr. Phillips asked if an article could be written regarding the lights for insertion into the Manor’s newsletter.
7. Al Frederico – Resident – Mr. Frederico felt that the Manor lights looked great and activity on the island was robust.  He also asked why PECO had put in a stainless steel larger wire box into the back of the tree on the island when a smaller box had been there before.  Mr. Totaro explained that when the bid specs were submitted, the borough’s design for a wooden box was not permitted by PECO.  Mr. Wagner suggested that new shrubbery could be planted around the new box to make it more visually appealing.

8. Marla McLaughlin – 11 Willowbrook Avenue – Ms. McLaughlin asked if only one estimate had been received for the old lamp posts to which Mr. Scott replied ‘yes’.  Ms. McLaughlin questioned the $20,000 estimate for 4 lights.  Mr. Scott explained that once the borough knows they are above the threshold it was not necessary to seek out other information regarding legal requirements.  There is no obligation to procure multiple bidders but if an item is sold, the borough has to go with the highest bidder.  Mayor Young questioned that if an auction does not produce the expected price, in this case $1,000 per piece, could the item be pulled back to give residents a chance to purchase them.  Mr. Scott indicated that if the entitled value price is not met it can be pulled back, but then the bid would have to be readvertised.  If twice no one bids, the borough can do what it wants with the items.  Mayor Young asked if the items have to be sold as a lot or per piece.  Mr. Scott quoted the borough law that states “council may reject any bids received if the bids are believed to be less than the fair market value of the property”.  Mr. Scott will investigate whether there is a precise interpretation of a “lot” where borough law is concerned.

9.
Betty Bartland – Resident - Ms. Bartland indicated that the current island plan was different than what the Association wanted, citing that the electric box is much larger than desired and the plants have higher stones (pavers) around them.  Ms. Silzle mentioned that there was no design for the box but that there would be a design for the curb cuts.  President Coleman asked if the approved items were being monitored.

10.
Nancy Jordan – 128 Madison Avenue – Ms. Jordan mentioned that a light globe is not working in front of her house and that this light is needed for the train commuters.

11.  
Tom Hiscott – 7 E. Windermere Terrace – Mr. Hiscott felt that the GGCA was made to look foolish because the light issue had been suggested in February but it took 8 months later to get an answer.  
12.
Kathy Kaufmann – 125 Gladstone Road – Ms. Kaufmann mentioned that Mr. Bartman’s island plan had been very specific and there were major differences in what had been approved i.e., the piazza piece should be more rounded and the electric box is larger than desired.  Ms. Silzle indicated that the piazza was angled, not rounded.  Ms. Kaufmann asked if the electric box could be painted to blend in more with the surroundings.  Ms. Kaufmann asked why the hardscaping had been put down before the wiring was installed.  Ms. Silzle felt disappointed that the Gladstone visitors were not happy with the outcome of the plans but stated that the plan that had been approved is being executed. 
13.
Peter Angle – 31 Willowbrook Avenue – Mr. Angle felt the bids should be bid on as a package of 19, not separately and that the communication lines between borough council and the GGCA should be kept open.  Mr. Scott indicated that the bid should be submitted as a package and separately to maximize the purchase price.  
Council Member Response to Visitors:  Mr. Schleigh asked if a syndicate of citizens can bid on the lights, to which Mr. Scott replied “yes”.  Mr. Totaro felt that it would become too complicated if many people were involved and that the dialogue should be kept open for the future.  
Mr. Schleigh moved to resume Roberts Rules of Order.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote:   unanimous. 

Old Business: 
1. 2012 Budget – previously reported on during the Finance & Administration Committee discussion.

New Business: There were no items for New Business.
Action Items:

1. Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve bills for the period.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

2. Mr. Schleigh moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-16, a resolution of Lansdowne Borough Council authorizing participation in the PA State Association of Borough’s Junior Council Person Program.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

3. Ms. Lustgarten moved to adopt Ordinance 1265, an Ordinance of the Borough of Lansdowne amending Chapter 120 of the Lansdowne Borough Code entitled “Alcoholic Beverages,” to allow limited wineries (as defined in the Pennsylvania Liquor Code) to offer samples of wine or alcoholic cider at farmers market (as defined in the Pennsylvania Liquor Code) in the Borough of Lansdowne.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

4. Ms. Silzle moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1266, an Ordinance of the Borough of Lansdowne amending the Code of the Borough of Lansdowne for Purposes of establishing a Shade Tree Commission, providing for Certain responsibilities and duties of said Shade Tree Commission, providing for the removal of hazard trees, establishing further duties and standards for the protection of shade trees and imposing penalties for violations thereof.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.
5. Ms. Silzle moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-15, a resolution of the Borough of Lansdowne appointing the initial members of the Shade Tree Commission and fixing the expiration of terms.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

6. Mr. Smith moved to enter into change order agreement for the purchase of Marlyn Park Bridge from A. Gargiule & Sons, Inc. for $12,226.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

7. Ms. Silzle moved to enter into municipal energy grant agreement with Delaware County Council, Delaware County Pennsylvania to carry out retrofitting of interior lights in the Lansdowne Library, the Lansdowne Fire House and the Borough Hall.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

8. Mr. Wagner moved to adopt Resolution 2011-17, a Resolution of the Borough of Lansdowne appointing final Borough Citizen Representative to The Elm Street Program Neighborhood Advisory Committee for a two year term expiring October 19, 2013, with such representative to be Frances Aubrey.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

9. Mr. Wagner moved to appoint George Collins to the Zoning Hearing Board, filling the unexpired position with the term expiring 12/31/2912.  Ms. Silzle seconded. Vote: unanimous.

10. Ms. Lustgarten moved to send letter in opposition to House Resolution 822.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.
Executive Session – Ms. Lustgarten moved to adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel and litigation issues.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned to executive session at 9:52 pm.

Public Session – There were no motions made upon reconvening to public session.
Adjourn – Mr. Wagner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned 10:15 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Barbara Ann Henry






Borough Secretary
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