Environment Committee 7/14/11
MINUTES
Present: Barbara Silzle (chair), Ellen Lustgarten.  Also present for a portion of the meeting was Khiet Luong of the PA Environmental Council.  Not Present:  Mike Schleigh

· PA Environmental Council/ Khiet Luong, Program coordinator.
· 3 main projects:  Environmental Advisory Network (EAC’s); Darby Cobbs Watershed Partnership, and trails and sustainable communities.  An emerging field is to help municipalities improve their pedestrian walkability (bike master plan, walkability audits, access physical, etc.).  Also helps municipalities find grant sources
· Over 2500 municipalities in PA; 160 have EACs.  
· PEC is membership based.  The Committee will explore membership
· When asked about the value of joining ICLEI, Mr. Luong said it was unnecessary now that DVRPC has a free tool.
· Draft Shade Tree Commission ordinance

· The draft will go to the Tree Advisory Board for their review/input.  
· COG storm water intergovernmental agreement 
· After review, the Committee decided it would not recommend the Borough sign it as the staff is handling the requirements well; this would be an additional expense without an additional benefit.  
· Board oversight

· Park & Recreation board: one opening.
· Recycling Program
· Discussed main business district trash and recycling can placement and mechanisms to spread the word to encourage residents to utilize them. 

· Diversion rate:  May trended down (22.9%)  YTD 28.9%   same time 2010: 17.8
· Green roofs and walls
· Committee discussed the proliferation of green roofs in Philadelphia and their possible value in Lansdowne.  The benefits of green roofs are that they absorb rainwater as well help keep homes cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter.  
· Next meeting September 8th
