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Lansdowne Borough Council

General Meeting

March 16, 2011


The Lansdowne Borough Council General Meeting was held on Wednesday, March 16, 2011, 7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.  Present were President Coleman, Mrs. English, Ms. Lustgarten, Mr. Schleigh, Ms. Silzle, Mr. Wagner and Mr. Smith.  Fire Chief Young was absent.  Also in attendance were Mayor Young, Borough Manager Totaro, Borough Secretary Henry, Borough Treasurer Bartley, Borough Solicitor Scott and Police Chief Kortan.   


President Coleman asked for a moment of silence in memory of retired Lansdowne police officer Dick Schiazza, who was a police officer for 42 years. Mayor Young added that Officer Schiazza never took a sick day in his entire police career.

President Coleman asked for a moment of silence for the victims of the recent earthquake and tsunami in Japan.

Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved with no changes.

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Schleigh moved to approve the minutes of the February 15, 2011 General Meeting of Council.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Announcements and Presentations:  Mayor Young welcomed Senator Anthony Williams and State Representative Nick Micozzie to thank them for their help in acquiring new police cars for Lansdowne.  Mr. Micozzie had supported the acquisition of two new cars and a third police vehicle, being acquired with the support of Mr. Williams, is due to arrive March 30th.  Mayor Young also mentioned that the Twentieth Century Club now has air conditioning with financing from another DCED grant   In that regard, Senator Williams and Representative Micozzie will be attending an energy alternative program to be held at the 20CC on April 14th to discuss options available for residents.  Regarding certain grants, Senator Williams mentioned that every municipality is facing tough financial decisions and this grant will give Lansdowne the opportunity to continue being a viable, sustainable borough.  Rep. Micozzie reiterated that the state budget would be a tough one to agree upon and hoped that agreement could be reached about the importance of education.  Rep. Micozzie also mentioned the RCAP grants and expressed hope that state officials could convince the Governor that these types of programs are necessary and vital to the community.  


Mayor Young introduced Sandra Giannella, new Director for the Lansdowne Public Library.  Ms. Giannella mentioned that an effort is underway by the Red Cross to give help to Japan.  Anyone wishing to make a contribution can make checks payable to “American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund” with the memo line stating “Japan

Earthquake”.  Residents can also take their checks to the library.  The Lansdowne Library will also be hosting various Japanese cultural events throughout the month of April.  
Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Bartley presented the February 2011 report as follows:  General Fund beginning balance $280,823, ending balance $596,002.  Sewer Fund beginning balance: $604,313, ending balance $683,029.  Liquid Fuels Fund beginning balance $326,727, ending balance $246,636.  Capital Reserves Fund beginning balance $61,080, ending balance $51,084.  Non Uniform Pension Fund beginning balance $1,837,274, ending balance $1,872,729.  Police Pension fund beginning balance $6,323,468, ending balance of $6,482,613.  Mr. Bartley indicated that there sufficient funds on hand to meet the current obligations. 

President Coleman questioned the status of the audit.  Mr. Bartley indicated only one item remained for review.

Solicitor’s Report:  Mr. Scott reported that his associate recently attended the PA Association of Boroughs seminar regarding the new Civil Service regulations mandated by the state.  Mr. Scott will be forwarding the information to the Public Safety Committee.
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Young reported that Lansdowne appeared in the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce magazine as an ideal place in which to live.  Mayor Young mentioned that April 16th will be Keep Lansdowne Beautiful Day and residents can also bring documents for the shredding event to be held in the Highland Avenue parking lot from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The town wide yard sale will be held on May 14th.  The PUC will be present at the alternative energy summit to be held on April 14th at the 20CC, 7:00 p.m.  An energy audit firm, Energy Works, will also be present.  Mayor Young reminded residents to check the legitimacy of contractors soliciting jobs by calling the Codes Department.
Council President’s Report:  President Coleman gave an update on the Elm Street Program.  The contract has been signed by the DCED.  This is a neighborhood program that focuses on upgrading housing, energy conservation, savings programs, etc.   The LEDC has hired a new Elm Street Manager.  President Coleman indicated that the summer work camp will be held in August to repair about 18 houses.

President Coleman reported that 1st Suburbs will be hosting a meeting on April 14th to focus on low income housing that will also involve HUD.  It will also focus on the issue of disparity of low income housing in particular areas.    The meeting will be held in Audubon, PA from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Ms. Silzle added that the 1st Suburbs movement has expanded into other counties and addresses rural as well as urban issues. President Coleman mentioned that funding has been set aside for the future operation of the Elm Street Program.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Health and Safety - Mr. Schleigh reported that he had an Executive Session item regarding a part time police officer.  Mr. Schleigh would like the next General Meeting agenda to contain the possible changes to the parking code.   The Public Safety Committee will be partnering with the DEA and East Lansdowne in a Drug Take Back Program on April 30th, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Out of date or unwanted prescription drugs can be brought into Borough Hall.  It was highly successful last year in other communities.  Also on April 30th, the Human Relations Commission will be hosting a meeting with other human relations committees to exchange ideas about how the program is working in Lansdowne and how other organizations are faring in other municipalities.  Mr. Schleigh confirmed that the Neighborhood Watch program will be represented at the first summer community day at the farmers market.  On August 2nd Lansdowne will partner with the Septa and Upper Darby police departments to discuss the Wycombe terminal, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  More information on this will follow.   Chief Kortan mentioned that a program exists for reusing old cell phones.  Lansdowne police department has been partnering with the 911 cell phone bank, a non profit organization run by the State Association of Sheriffs.  This group collects old cell phones, rehabs and reprograms them and returns them to the originating municipality.  The phones can only be used to dial 911 and are free to anyone who feels they may need one.  Chief Kortan reiterated that all personal information is erased.
Finance and Administration – Ms. Lustgarten reported that the Finance Committee met on March 7th.  The committee took a look at the 2011 budget and some of the assumptions that were made.  One significant difference centered on prior year levy of real estate taxes.  The 2011 budgeted amount is $300,000, but these monies were received in 2010 with the sale of some large apartment buildings and their owners paying their 2010 delinquent taxes.  Therefore, the $300,000 in prior year taxes is most likely too high a budget figure for 2011. Ms. Lustgarten reported that $52,000 has already been received for the budgeted $125,000 in transfer taxes.  Zoning certificates were budgeted at $17,000 for the year and $27,000 has been received to date.   The recycling revenue is twice as high as originally thought due to the increasing diversion rate.  Ms. Lustgarten indicated that the aforementioned amounts will offset a large portion of the $300,000 deficiency.   The Finance Committee also discussed the LEDC finances. There is a current deficit of $25,000 in operating costs.  In a meeting with the Main Street Manager, it was mentioned that other municipalities contribute fairly significantly to their Main Street Programs. Ms. Lustgarten requested that $5,000 be donated to the LEDC.

Ms. Lustgarten moved to contribute $5,000 to the LEDC Main Street Program.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.


The next Finance and Administration Committee meeting will be held on April 4th at 7:00 p.m.   
Economic Development and Code Enforcement – Mr. Wagner reported that his committee met on March 15th.  Erica Sollberger and Helen Marcarelli were present to discuss how to improve the streetscape issue to make it appear more harmonious with the surroundings.  Mr. Wagner mentioned that Helen takes it upon herself to plant a variety of flowers throughout the borough and thanked her for the effort.  Ms. Sollberger will be making formal recommendations in the coming months for the streetscape program.  A few issues that were initially found will be corrected by the Codes Department.

The Committee also discussed a satellite dish ordinance.  The Solicitor will take a look at it next month and it would be an update to zoning.

The HARB is currently seeking an architect with knowledge of historical preservation.  Mr. Wagner also mentioned that Mike Jozwiak had been developing a good relationship with the business owners regarding trash containment issues.  The Committee will also be looking at expanding the geography of the street sweeper.  Mr. Schleigh asked if more than one architect could be on the HARB.  Mr. Wagner mentioned that two are allowable.  Mr. Scott indicated that the requirement was to have at least one architect as a member of the HARB.


President Coleman questioned the status of the Bottom Dollar store. Mr. Totaro indicated they are on schedule with the deconstruction phase and the expected completion date will be around July of 2011. 
Environment – Ms. Silzle reported that the Borough has commenced its yard waste program that is held two times a month on Wednesdays.  The January diversion rate was 30.3% and 33.3% in February.  Ms. Silzle attributed the high figures to increased plastics recycling and collections being held every week.  The borough is now earning income from the recycling.

Ms. Silzle mentioned that the Committee is still reviewing the Shade Tree Ordinance that would create a Commission.


Regarding energy efficiency, Ms. Silzle mentioned that a government funded program exists to help homeowners make their homes more energy efficient.  An energy audit company that provides energy efficiency checks for homeowners will be present at the April 14th energy seminar to be held at the 20CC.



Ms. Silzle mentioned that an article about tree vine damage will be in the newsletter.  Two openings exist on the Parks and Recreation Board.  The next Environment Committee meeting is to be rescheduled.


Ms. Silzle reported that millions of unused cell phones pollute landfills and a Flip/Swap program exists wherein old phones can be recycled.  Shipping is free.  A tree is planted for every phone that is recycled.  Since 2008 over 450,000 trees have been planted.  More information can be found at www.greenphone.com.

Community Relations – Mrs. English reported that the Committee continues to work on the map project.  There is an opening on the Library Board.
Infrastructure and Public Works – Mr. Smith reported that the next Infrastructure Committee meeting will be held on March 22nd.  Mr. Totaro has met with borough employees to discuss ongoing projects that need attention.  Mr. Smith stated that these projects will be timely fixed as funds are available.  Mr. Smith commented that the new borough LED street lights are much brighter and really make a difference throughout the borough.
Communications:  No communications.

Ms. Silzle moved to suspend Roberts Rules of Order to hear visitor comments.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Visitor Comments:  There were no visitors for comments.
Mr. Schleigh moved to resume Roberts Rules of Order.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous. 

Old Business:  

1.
COG Storm water Collaborative Agreement – Mr. Totaro reported that the Darby and Cobbs watershed municipalities have been meeting for several years in planning a project that would create a collaborative for a collective effort to carry out the MS4 permitting.  These are Federal regulations imposed on localities that require certain measures be taken to mitigate watershed pollution.  Each year the municipalities are required to make reports on the efforts.  The document presented to Council is in a final draft form.  Mr. Scott mentioned that this agreement was created by an attorney retained by the collaborative and all municipalities have been asked to sign off on the agreement.  There will be a budget impact in that the municipalities will have to hire someone to do the work at a cost to all the municipalities.  Mr. Schleigh asked if there were any indemnification issues for the borough.  Mr. Totaro indicated that if the duties are not fulfilled, the management responsibility would fall to the Borough.  However, the permitting responsibility would fall to the municipalities.  Mr. Schleigh and Ms. Silzle felt that more financial information was needed on various issues, such as staffing, insurance, loan needs, etc.   Mr. Totaro indicated that $10,000 is available for each municipality regardless of the number of residents.  The Finance Committee will discuss this issue at their April 4th meeting and the Environment Committee will then have it on their agenda. 
New Business: 

1. Plumstead Avenue business area street trees – April 9, 2011.  Mr. Totaro reported that on this date a mini tree planting will be held in the business district along Plumstead Avenue between Union and Cooper Avenues.  The total number of trees to be planted will be under 15.
Action Items:

1.
Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve bills for the period.  Mr. Smith seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

2.
Ms. Silzle moved to appoint Sebastian Joseph Interlandi, III to the Recreation and Park Board for a three year term expiring 12/31/2013.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous. 
Executive Session – Mr. Schleigh moved to adjourn to executive session.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned to executive session at 9:13 p.m.
Public Session – Upon reconvening to public session, the following motion was made:


Mr. Schleigh moved to make an offer of part time police officer employment to Jonathan McGowan.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Adjourn – Mr. Schleigh moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Barbara Ann Henry






Borough Secretary
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