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Lansdowne Borough Council
Business Meeting

June 1, 2011

The Lansdowne Borough Council Business Meeting was held on Wednesday, June 1, 2011,
7:30 pm in Borough Hall.  Present were President Coleman, Mrs. English, Ms. Lustgarten, Mr. Schleigh, Ms. Silzle, Mr. Smith and Mr. Wagner.  Police Chief Kortan and Fire Chief Young were absent.  Also in attendance were Mayor Young, Borough Manager Totaro, Borough Secretary Henry, Borough Treasurer Bartley and Borough Solicitor Scott.  

Call to Order:  President Coleman called the meeting to order.  
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Young opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved with one change: Mayor Young reported that Chief Kortan and Fire Chief Young would not be present for tonight’s meeting.

Approval of Minutes:

Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2011 Business Meeting as submitted by the Borough Secretary.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  The motion carried unanimously with changes noted by Secretary.

Ms. Lustgarten moved to Suspend Roberts Rules of Order.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Public Comment:  
1. Mary Ann Surla – resident of Lansdowne.  Ms. Surla thanked all who made the Memorial Day parade/5k run a success but felt the turnout was not as good as it could have been.  Ms. Surla felt that more study should have been given regarding the demographics of the borough before constructing the Bottom Dollar store, noting that this store’s goods are at a lower cost while the Farmer’s Market items are overpriced and geared to a small demographic segment of the borough.

Ms. Lustgarten moved to Resume Roberts Rules of Order.  Mr. Smith seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Bartley had no formal report and indicated there were sufficient funds on hand to meet the current obligations.  
Solicitor’s Report – Mr. Scott had no formal report.
Manager’s Report – President Coleman mentioned that Mr. Totaro was currently attending another meeting and would bring his updates based on that meeting to Borough Council upon his return to tonight’s business meeting.
Police Chief’s Report – No report was given in Chief Kortan’s absence.

Fire Chief’s Report – No report was given in Chief Young’s absence.

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Young thanked the police force for their help with the Memorial Day parade.  Mayor Young recently attended the I-95, I-476 interchange improvement feasibility study.  Further study is expected.  Mayor Young mentioned there was not a large turnout for the Fair Housing meeting held earlier today.

President’s Report – President Coleman reported that she has been invited to a breakfast meeting with the William Penn School Board on June 11th.  Council members who are not attending should send any issues for discussion to President Coleman by June 3rd.  Previous discussions centered on tax assessments and the Ardmore Avenue recycling.  Mayor Young remarked that the meeting will also address the impact on education due to the budget cuts.  


President Coleman mentioned that she has signed on to be a contact person for the PA Association of Boroughs to monitor the feasibility of any legislation before the House or Senate.  House Bill 281 has passed in the Senate and is on the way to the House.  This bill concerns the bid package and raising the amounts the borough has to bid out on to a more respectable level.  President Coleman will be contacting Senator Anthony Williams to solicit his support for the Bill.  President Coleman reiterated that Lansdowne now has a voice to the PA Association of Boroughs but the borough is not mandated to accept everything the Association puts forth for consideration. Also on the docket is Senate Bill 792 regarding the issue of prevailing wage.  This bill is currently in the Senate.  President Coleman will be alert to any further legislative action regarding this bill.

Old Business:

1.  First Suburbs Project – Angela Clinton, Executive Director of First Suburbs, presented an overview of the Project.  Lansdowne is a founding member of the Project.  Ms. Clinton indicated that the goal of the organization is to build relationships to empower residents and make the region legislatively stable.  Members come from the older, developed communities in the four counties outside Philadelphia.  Some of the current issues include creating more funding equity for special education, infrastructure, balancing of market and affordable housing, transportation linked to jobs and across the state property taxes.  Ms. Clinton mentioned that a “listening campaign” is scheduled for the summer to find out what drives the people and issues of communities.  Training in this endeavor will be held this Saturday for four hours.  President Coleman indicated that she would like Council members educated about the business model in order to better know what to do and to be more active in the organization.  Ms. Clinton mentioned that quarterly steering committee meetings are held and each member (borough) has 2 votes.  Mayor Young asked if a schedule of upcoming legislative events could be provided. Ms. Silzle questioned how many Delaware County municipalities were members.  Ms. Clinton said there are currently 8 members.  
2.  If I Had More Hands Program – President Coleman has assembled a list of viable civil service projects for WPSD high school seniors so that they can complete the graduation requirement in this regard.  This is a scaled down version community service project comprising 20 hours.  President Coleman mentioned that the projects are usually completed in the last quarter of the year and she is  ascertaining how many hours of volunteer work would be necessary and how many students can be supported by the department heads.  Mr. Scott is formalizing an agreement to protect the borough against liability.  President Coleman will be meeting later with the Public Relations coordinator for the school district to provide more information on contact people and projects.  Mr. Wagner asked that help be provided for the Sycamore Park area neighborhood for any meetings or event planning 

3.  Belmont Avenue – Mr. Smith reported that at last night’s Committee meeting, the discussion centered more on the aesthetics and costs regarding paving.  The Committee’s consensus was that paving is a good idea but this might create additional issues for the residents living there.  Mr. Wagner added that it would cost $10,000 per year to groom the road 10 times a year with in house labor.  The borough currently pays $2,000 a year for grooming only a few times a year.  Mr. Wagner mentioned that a small portion of the Liquid Fuels money would be forfeited if the grooming was done.  Mayor Young asked if other options had been discussed.  Mr. Wagner indicated that while there are a vast amount of options the discussion primarily centered on paving versus gravel grooming.  Paving estimates were $100,000-$125,000; $14,000 would have to be paid from the Capital Reserves fund for curbing.  Liquid Fuels money could be used for the initial paving.  President Coleman felt that other options should be investigated that fall between the $10,000 and $125,000 options.  Mr. Smith felt that a traffic study should be done to ascertain whether or not paving is sensible based on the effects of seasonal traffic on the road.  After further discussion the consensus was to leave the road as is for the present, set up a check point schedule for maintenance and increase the maintenance a bit during the year.  
New Business:

1.  Hazard Mitigation Plan – Mr. Schleigh tabled this discussion.  The Public Safety Committee will further look into the issue.
2.   DCJA/DELCORA/PWD – Proposed (increase of) rates.  Mr. Totaro indicated that currently there are 3 major sewage plants in the Philadelphia area.  In 2006 negotiations began with Philadelphia and the EPA regarding the handling of rain water run off.  Lansdowne sends its peak flow to the treatment plants.  Currently there is a move to have the EPA and Philadelphia enter into a plan to reduce the number of peak flow for Lansdowne from 50 million gallons a day to 50,000 gallons per day.  The penalty for exceeding this limit is $2 million.  The cost impact would take about two years.  DEP’s Act 537 Plan addresses how to manage the sewer plan and alternatives for handling sewage treatment.  The County will be doing a County wide 537 Plan, intended for having alternatives to holding the peak flows or building new plants.  Lansdowne would be asked to join this plan.  Mayor Young asked if providing more rain barrels to residents would help solve the problem.  Mr. Totaro indicated that the resident laterals are the major problem.  A sewer lateral program to survey the lines upon sale of a house could be an option. Mr. Scott asked if Philadelphia’s costs are allotted per capita or flow based between the municipalities.  Mr. Totaro indicated that the borough can send less, but the cost could still increase.  

The cost issue will be up for discussion by the Finance Committee in two years.
3.   Sewer Grouting Bid – Mr. Totaro reported that one bid was received.  The project will grout seams in the Falls Run area, include hard to reach manhole rehabilitation and will conclude major rehabilitation of the borough’s trunk line extensions.
4.   Marlyn Park Bridge – Mr. Totaro indicated that the issue is whether or not to keep the bridge.  The Borough Engineer will be looking into the feasibility of keeping or removing it.  Ms. Silzle felt that more of a dialogue should be held with the neighbors in this regard, since the bridge was part of the original plan two years ago.  Mayor Young felt that more input from the neighbors was needed as well.  Ms. Lustgarten felt that communicating actions that are happening are different from soliciting opinions and that residents should not be part of the decision made by Borough Council.  After further discussion it was decided to have Borough Council look into the original plan and make a future decision.

5.   ARLE (Automated Red Light Enforcement) Grant – Mr. Smith reported that $7.4 million exists for this type of grant.  If the grant is approved for the borough, the priorities would involve the theater crosswalk (if it qualifies), the bike plan and signage and other types of stripe painting throughout the borough.  Mrs. English asked if there are lights that have a left or right arrow rather than a full light, indicating that motorists are constantly going up Plumstead Avenue the wrong way. Mr. Totaro suggested that the Public Safety Committee discuss this but felt that PennDot could be petitioned to make an adjustment to the plan.  Mr. Totaro indicated that matching funds is not a requirement of this grant and he will find out what would be a sensible amount for funding.
6.   Theater Hearing Fees re: Rehab of Marquee. Mr. Wagner indicated that the HLTC is requesting a conditional approval of Borough Council for the marquee.  Mr. Wagner asked if the fees should be waived or retained.  Mr. Scott indicated there are two costs:  advertising ($200-$300) and having a stenographer ($75 fee).  Only one half of the fee can be charged for the stenographer and no charge can be made for the solicitor.  Legal fees cannot be pushed through the Zoning Hearing Board.  After further discussion the consensus was to discount the cost instead of waiving it. 

Mr. Wagner moved to discount the conditional use application of the HLTC marquee project to $500.00.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous. 
 Action Items:
1. Ms. Lustgarten moved to authorize payment of bills for the period.  Ms. Silzle seconded.  Vote: unanimous.
2. Mr. Smith moved to adopt Ordinance 1261 – an Ordinance of the Borough of Lansdowne adopting City of Philadelphia Wastewater Control Regulations as amended September 30, 2010.  Ms. Silzle seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

3. Mr. Schleigh moved to adopt Ordinance 1262 – an Ordinance of the Borough of Lansdowne amending Chapter 312 of the Code of the Borough of Lansdowne entitled “Vehicles and Traffic” and Chapter 231 of the Code of the Borough of Lansdowne entitled “Parking Lots” to remove certain duplicative or inconsistent provisions of said chapters.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

4. Mr. Smith moved to accept bid from Video Pipe Services Inc. grouting of sewer lines and manhole rehabilitation for an amount not to exceed $75,150.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

5. Mr. Wagner moved to advertise Ordinance 1263, an Ordinance of the Borough of Lansdowne setting forth its authority to establish as “Airport District Overlay” to include: Purposes of the district, definitions, airport zones, airport zone height limitations; permits required; use restrictions; nonconforming uses; variances; conflicting regulations; and amending the official zoning map by the adoption of an official supplementary airport overlay zoning map.  Ms. Silzle seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Executive Session – Mr. Schleigh moved to adjourn to executive session.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned to executive session at 9:20 p.m.
Public Session – No motions were made upon reconvening to public session.

Adjourn – Mr. Schleigh moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Barbara Ann Henry








Borough Secretary
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