The Lansdowne Borough HARB held a special meeting on Thursday, June 9, 2011, at 4:00 PM at Borough Hall, 12 E. Baltimore Ave., Lansdowne, PA.

Members Present:
Gloria Carpenter, Acting Chair

John Gould, BCO, Borough Liaison


Margaret Vance, Acting Secretary


William H. Patterson III

Others present:
John Carpenter, Interim Volunteer


Mark Gavin, LEDC Design Committee Chair


Rachel Van Tosh, Main Street Manager, LEDC


Jeffrey M. Laufer, AIA, Architect, representing owner applications for Certificate of Appropriateness for 2 and 10 W. Baltimore Avenue


Craig Totaro, Borough Manager


Matt Schultz, CEO and President, Historic LansdowneTheater Corporation

Call to Order:
Mrs. Carpenter called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM. All discussions were made in consideration of the Lansdowne Borough HARB Guidelines and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties.

Minutes:
Minutes of the previous meeting were approved but were not read.

Agenda:
Item 1. 10 W. Baltimore Ave. - proposed changes requested by HARB in May 19, 2011 presentation and meeting.

Item 2. 21 South Lansdowne Avenue - DelArc Signage - proposal as result of discussion in HARB workshop of June 2, 2011, for resultant grant funding.

Item 3. 26 North Lansdowne Avenue - Exquisite Footware - porposal as result of discussion in HARB workshop of June 2, 2011, for resultant grant funding.

Item 4. American Legion Flag Disposal Box

Item 5. Lansdowne Theater Marquee Restoration - per proposed drawings as initially discussed in HARB workshop of June 2, 2011.

Applications:
All applications were reviewed in the order presented in the agenda:

Item 1. 10 W. Baltimore Ave - Jeffrey M. Laufer presented a change in the exterior access stairs from the original design presented during the May 19, 2011, HARB meeting for 10 W. Baltimore Ave.   As requested by HARB, the three sets of stairs were reduced to two, the one on the north end remaining the same as originally presented, and the one on the south end now a wider but single run of stairs that accesses the new configuration of doorways.  Mr. Patterson motioned to accept the new proposal and Mr. Gould seconded the motion.  All members were in favor of the new proposal.

Item 2. 21 South Lansdowne Avenue - DelArc signage: Rachel Van Tosh presented the "SHREWSBURY" font to be in capital letters and 7" high, one letter each installed within a diamond pane of the storefront, and reading "THE ARC THRIFT SHOP".  The letters will be gold with a black border.  Mr. Gould motioned to accept the new proposal and Mr. Patterson seconded the motion.  All members were in favor of the design.

Item 3. 26 North Lansdowne Avenue  - Exquisite Footwear signage: Rachel Van Tosh presented a photographic representation for Exquisite Footwear's new signage to be applied to their storefront glass as a texted stripe at the lower third of their windows and door. HARB members had suggested at the previous workshop that the location of the signage should be higher due to better visability, but the applicant preferred the texted stripe at the lower third.  Mr. Patterson motioned to accept the proposal and Mr. Gould seconded the motion.  All members were in favor of the design. 

Item 4. American Legion Flag Disposal Box - Although not yet put forth in an official application, Mr. Totaro brought a request from the American Legion for HARB's opinion regarding the proposed location and design of a mail box that will be used for flag disposal.  The American Legion has suggested that their donated mail box be painted white with an image of a stylized American flag painted on it, and that it be located in Veterans' Park, between two benches.  HARB members felt that while the location was appropriate, the white color might be too glaring.  One suggestion offered that the box might look better esthetically if it was painted a darker background color, like a dark red.  The Borough will follow up with an application in behalf of the American Legion.

Item 5. Lansdowne Theater Marquee Restoration -  Mr. Schultz showed drawings of the proposed Lansdowne Theater marquee restoration, which will include removal of the plastic signs on top of the marquee that will be replaced with individual letters as shown in a 1960s photo, replacement of plastic marquee panels with glass to match the existing historic panels, and installation of energy efficient lighting.  Delaware County is funding this project , and Borough Council will need to provide the Certificate of Appropriateness.  The marquee is not classified as a sign, but rather a unique classification under the zoning code.  Mr. Gould motioned to accept the new proposal and Mr. Patterson seconded the motion.  All members were in favor of the design.  Mr. Schultz noted that the architectural firm that produced the drawings was no longer "Farewell Mills Gatsch Architects" but now "Mills + Schnoering Architects".

Adjournment:  Mr. Patterson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:20 PM; seconded by Mrs. Vance.  All were in favor.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the HARB, originally scheduled for June 16, 2011, will not be held unless an emergency project emerges.  Therefore, the next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on July 21, 2011, at a time to be determined.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret A. Vance
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