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Lansdowne Borough Council

General Meeting

August 17, 2011


The Lansdowne Borough Council General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 
August 17, 2011, 7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.  Present were Mrs. English, Ms. Lustgarten, Mr. Schleigh and Mr. Wagner.  President Coleman, Vice-President Silzle, Councilman Smith and Fire Chief Young were absent.  Councilman Wagner presided over the meeting in President Coleman’s absence.  Also in attendance were Mayor Young, Borough Manager Totaro, Borough Secretary Henry, Police Chief Kortan, Borough Treasurer Bartley and Borough Solicitor Scott.   

Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved.  Mr. Schleigh asked Mr. Scott if the revised Civil Service proposal was ready tonight.  Chief Kortan replied he was changing an item regarding physical agility testing to bring it more in line with the standards and would forward the information to Mr. Scott. 
Approval of Minutes:  Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2011 General Meeting of Council as submitted by the Secretary.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  

Announcements and Presentations:  

Mayor Young welcomed Pat Arone, immediate past President of the Lansdowne Business and Professional Association (“LBPA”), to recognize her outstanding service of 25 years.  Several members of the LBPA were present as well to honor her.  David Hennessy, Esq., spoke about the mission of the LBPA and also Ms. Arone’s many achievements, all of which have positively impacted Lansdowne businesses as well as residents.  Mrs. Arone will now be volunteering for the Union Athletic Association.

Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Bartley presented the June 2011 report as follows:  General Fund beginning balance $ 280,823, ending balance $ 2,118,751.  Sewer Fund beginning balance: $ 604,313, ending balance $ 1,145,722.  Liquid Fuels Fund beginning balance 
$ 326,727, ending balance $407,781.  Capital Reserves Fund beginning balance $61,080, ending balance $ 102,006.  Non Uniform Pension Fund beginning balance $1,837,274, ending balance $ 1,780,035.  Police Pension fund beginning balance $6,323,468, ending balance of $ 6,216,751.  Mr. Bartley indicated that there sufficient funds on hand to meet the current obligations. 
Solicitor’s Report:  Mr. Scott had no formal report.

Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Young read a list of calendar items.  Mayor Young mentioned that on October 1, 2011 the PA Resource Council will be holding a recycling of electronics event in the Highland Avenue parking lot.  In Ms. Silzle’s absence, Mayor Young reported that the PA Office of Consumer Advocates has prepared a list of cost comparisons of several utility companies regarding electricity pricing.  

Council President’s Report: No report was given in President Coleman’s absence.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Health and Safety – Mr. Schleigh reported that the National Night Out event was a huge success and the hope is that another similar event will be held in the future at the Highland Avenue parking lot.  Mr. Schleigh mentioned that the Civil Service annual report was late and requested that it be submitted in the very near future.  Mr. Schleigh mentioned that next week the Lansdowne Fire Company will be holding open house sessions to encourage male and female teens between the ages of 14 and 16 to become fire cadets.

Finance and Administration – Police Pension Fund Meeting: Ms. Lustgarten reported that the F&A Committee met with the financial advisors for the Police Pension Fund to review the fund’s performance.  The rate of return was 4.6% for the first six months of 2011.  The total to date is $6.3 million with an asset allocation of 70% in equities and 30% in bonds and cash.  Also discussed was paying the MMO in two payments rather than one at the end of the year. 

The F&A Committee also met with Centax to discuss what the impact will be on Lansdowne residents regarding the earned income tax.  Mr. Bartley has submitted information on bids for RFP banking services with the local banks for review.  Ms. Lustgarten reported that applications for two grants have been submitted: one for planning a pedestrian walkway from Highland Avenue and another to improve the pedestrian crosswalk at the theater.


The F&A Committee also discussed implementing a new budget process wherein Department Heads would now go through the Committees to present their budget.  Ms. Lustgarten indicated she would present a consolidated budget at the October meeting.  


The next F&A Committee meeting will be held on September 6th.

Economic Development and Code Enforcement – Mr. Wagner had no formal report as the ED&CE Committee did not meet in August.

Environment – No formal report was given in Ms. Silzle’s absence.

Community Relations – Mrs. English had no formal report.

Library Liaison Report:   Mrs. English had no formal report.

Infrastructure and Public Works – No report was given in Mr. Smith’s absence.

Communications:  There were no items for communication.

Ms. Lustgarten moved to suspend Roberts Rules of Order to hear visitor comments.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Visitor Comments:  
1.
Diane Good – Resident of Lansdowne.  Ms. Good remarked that she had attended a recent PUC meeting and felt that the overwhelming theme was there is no such thing as “clean coal”.

2.
Diane McNit – Lansdowne resident.  Ms. McNit questioned why Lansdowne had been the site for the first Bottom Dollar food store in this area. Mr. Wagner indicated that after the marketing survey was completed it was decided that the borough was a good fit for the store.

Ms. Lustgarten moved to resume Roberts Rules of Order.  Mrs. English seconded.

Vote:   unanimous. 

Old Business: There were no items for Old Business.
New Business:  There were no items for New Business.
Action Items:

1.  Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve bills for the period.  Mr. Schleigh seconded.  Vote: unanimous.
2. Ms. Lustgarten moved to approve Certificate of Appropriateness for the Masonic Lodge at 27 S. Lansdowne Avenue, for roof replacement.  Mr. Schleigh seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

3. Mr. Schleigh moved to adopt Resolution 2011-12, a Resolution authorizing President Coleman, Borough Secretary Henry and Borough Manager Totaro to sign the Commonwealth’s Master Casting Agreements.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

4. Ms. Lustgarten moved to ratify the execution of the land-use lease agreement for the County-owned land to be used for Gateway Park between Lansdowne Borough and Delaware County, PA.  Mr. Schleigh seconded. Vote: unanimous.
5. Ms. Lustgarten moved to provide a letter of commitment to the Smart Energy Initiative of Southeastern Pennsylvania’s August 31, 2011 application for the DOE SunShot Initiative: Rooftop Solar Challenge.  Mr. Schleigh seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

6. Ms. Lustgarten moved to accept the 2012 Police Pension Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation to be $378,069, and the 2012 Non-Uniformed Retirement Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation to be $129,768.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

7. Mr. Schleigh moved to award lots 2 and 3 of the Gladstone Manor Site Improvements bid to JMC Contractors, in the amount not to exceed $17,177.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

8. Mr. Schleigh moved to advertise the sale of two police vehicles and one code vehicle.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

9. Mr. Schleigh moved to adopt Resolution 2011-13, a Resolution appointing the Initial Members of the Elm Street Program Neighborhood Advisory Committee.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Executive Session – Ms. Lustgarten moved to adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel and litigation issues.  Mrs. English seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned to executive session at 8:37 pm.

Public Session – Upon reconvening to public session, the following motion was made:

Mr. Schleigh moved to advertise a Civil Service Exam for a part time police officer.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.

Adjourn – Mrs. English moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Lustgarten seconded.  Vote: unanimous.  The meeting adjourned 10:15 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Barbara Ann Henry






Borough Secretary
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